1 SANCTIFICATION

Ephesians 5:25-27
Husbands, | ove your wives, just as Christ also |loved the church and ¢
H msel f up for herso®that He might sanctify her, having cl eansed her by
washi ng of water with the wortdhat’ He mi ght present to Hinself the church
all her glory, having no spot or winkle or any such thing; but that she
holy and bl anel ess.

Husbands are to be involved in their wives' sanctification.

The exanple they are to followis Christ and the church.

What Is Sanctification ?

Sanctification is changing toward holiness. It is a course of events tha
a purer level of living. It is a series of actions to achieve a God-hono
The word sanctification describes what this series of studies:is all abo
change in a Godward direction

Look at this: 1 Thessalonians 4.3 For this is the will of God, your

sanctification. That is a strong statenent! The idea conveyed in the ¢
| anguage is that this is Gods desire for us as His children, H's purpose,
for what would occur in our lives. It is His will that we be involved in

change that is sanctification.

The concept is anplified in other texts. Ronmans 12.2, the verse that des
transformati on toward holiness as netanorphosis, gives us a goal at whic
aim prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptabl e an
perfect. Sounds |ike sanctification, doesnt it? And again, that idea
with the powerful phrase, the will of God.

1 John 2.17 contrasts sanctification with the lusts of the world under th
of the will of Cod. It reads: And the world is passing away, and al so
but the one who does the will of God abides forever. Sanctification is
of fruit in the believers Iife. Tomdd Gmla pattern of life, to do well
changing toward holiness, is to be what we are about as Christians. Sinc
the desire of our Father in heaven, it is ny desimest pwosuel
sanctification.



The root of the Greek word translated sanctifi detgiasnoé) is the word

translated Holy (hagios). This termthat signifies the sacred is define
New Testanent usages. The third person of the trinity is identified as t
Spirit (John 14.26). Jesus prayed to Hs Holy Father, John 17.11. 1 Pe

i ncludes this quote of the Lord: | am Holy. I n heaven God accepts worsh
this form Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God, the Alm ghty, who was and
and who is to cone. Thus, the idea of sanctification is, indeed, changi

toward hol i ness.

Sanctify and sanctification are sonetines used in different specific wa
1 Thessal onians 4:3-7, sanctification refers to the conpletion of the pr

overcomng a particular sin (sexual imorality). In Hebrews 10:10 and 14
Sanctified communicates the passing into the Christian life through fait
Christ, that is to enter the process of changing toward holiness. |In al

the fornms of sanctification identify, in general or in specific terns, p
t he ongoi ng transfornmation toward Christli kdnedsis the occupation of all
believers while on earth.

Justification Sanctification--Glorification

There is a trio of theological terns that identifies the three stages of
Justification, sanctification and glorification are the three segnents th
conbi ned, conprise salvation

Justification occurs the day a person becones a Christian. Wen by faith
enbraces the gospel, a lifetine of sinis forgiven and the one separated
Holy God begins a new life (Romans 5.1-2: Therefore having been justifiec
faith, we have peace through God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through w
al so we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which
and we exult in hope of the glory of God. ). Reconciliation to God takes
(Romans 5.10-11: For if while we were enemes, we were reconciled to God
t hrough the death of H's Son, much nore, having been reconciled, we shall
saved by His l[ife. And not only this, but we also exult in God through o
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. ). W
justified, forgiven (Romans 8. 1: There is now no condemation for those
are in Christ Jesus. ). Justification is not earned (Galatians 2.16: ar
justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus). Ju
is permanent (Titus 3.7 that being justified by H's grace we m ght be nt
heirs according to the hope of eternal life). Justification is an event
beginning of all that is enconpassed in the term salvation in the Bible.

Sanctification is all the tinme in between the precise points of justifica
glorification. It is the putting off of sin and putting on of righteousn



(Ephesians 4.22-24: that, in reference to your fornmer life, you |lay aside
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, an
be renewed in the spirit of your mnd, and put on the new self, which in
I i keness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the tru
is the transition from bei ng sl aves of unrighteousness to being slaves of
t he purpose of righteousness (Romans 6.10-13: For the death that He died,
died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.
consi der yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
do not let sin reign in your nortal body that you should obey its lusts. )
Sanctification is our occupation during our tinme on earth. It is what Ch
are given to do fromthe day sal vation began until the day we see Chri st
face.

Gorification will conme to pass when the believer sees the Lord face to f
heaven (Revel ation 21.1-7: And | saw a new heaven and a new earthl| hear
voice fromthe throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is anong ner
He shall dwell anong them and they shall be H's people...and He shall w
away every tear fromtheir eyes; and there shall no | onger be any deat h;

shall no | onger be any nourning, or crying, or pain; and He said to ne, |

done. | amthe Al pha and the Onega, the beginning and the endHe who
overcones shall inherit these things, and | will be Hs God and he will b
son.). Sinwll no longer be a tenptation or an option (1 John 3.1-3:

great a |ove the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called ch
of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, bec
did not know Hm Bel oved, now we are children of God, and it has not ap
as yet what we shall be. W know that, when He appears, we shall be like
because we shall see Hmjust as He is. And everyone who has this hope p
hinmself, just as He is pure.). dorificationis the end of tinme, the po
believers in new bodies are in the presence of God forever. It is the fi
t he sal vati on process.

Each stage signifies a specific point intim or an era in tinm. Each al
the believer s place in regard to sin.

Contenpl ati ng sanctification as one of the three stages of salvation puts
today in perspective. W once gained our introduction by faith into this
God. For the first tinme we were forgiven, clean, not guilty. W were ju
One day we will reach our destiny, holiness in heaven, where there is nei
nor the option of sin. W wll be glorified. Consequently, it only nake
that in between we are to be noving toward holiness, progressing in rel at
sal vati on, and changi ng: being sanctifi ed.



Sanctification Is A Process, Not An Event

Sanctification is a journey, not a place. It is an ongoing |labor, a work
progress. It is not a finished one-tinme act. For us as Christians it is
vocation, our purpose, and our calling. To be pursuing sanctification is
our will to the Lords.

In John 17.17 Jesus prays for future believers, those who would receive t
gospel through the words of the apostles. He asks the Father to sanctify
truth; He states that His Word is truth. This identifies sanctification
since the work God acconplishes through the Word i nvol ves progress in rel
to salvation (1 Peter 2.1-3). Jesus is asking the Father to act to chang
toward holiness through H s Wrd.

Ephesi ans 5.26 al so shows sanctification to be an ongoi ng process. There
said that part of the biblical husbands responsibility is to be used by (
his wife grow spiritually. He is to sanctify her. No human being is si
(except Jesus). Part of the husbands service to his wife is active invol
her becomng nore like Christ. This defines sanctification as a lifelong

Philippians 1.6 assures us of Gods ongoing work in nodifying who we are.

began this good work in us; He will continue bringing us toward perfectio
the day we see Christ (glorification). There is great refreshnent in th
assurance that the Lord Hinself will be actively involved in this work of

sanctification in us.

Paul exenplifies this explanation of sanctification as a process in Phil
14. He is not perfect now But he presses on toward that goal. The eff
i ncludes forgetting what |ies behind (bondage to sin before salvation) an
reaching forward to what bhead (perfection in heaven). He understands th
day in his life inrelation to the three stages of salvation. He also se
sanctification as an ongoi ng progression, one in which he is diligent to
partici pate.

What tools are available to believers for help in being sanctified?



How can a husband be involved in his wife's sanctification?

See Appendi x 1: Hopdérom God’' s Wrd
See Appendi x 2: Husband Study + Journal



