Marriage Theology And Common Issues

Part 3: Othe Marriage Prindples

FINANCES
A Review of Biblica Financia Principles Taught at Valey Bible Church
Philippians 4.10-19 (March 2003

Theheart desire of knowing Christ better (3.7-11) resulted in being content in every
financia circumstance for Paul.

The Philippians exemplified managing morey as righteouspeople. By giving
sacrificidly they were storing up treasure in heaven, not on earth.

ThePhilippians experienced thejoy of knowing Christ better because it truly was
better to give.
5 Options for use of short-term finances (Jan. 6-7/Feb. 10-11, 2007

TaxesN paying taxes honos God (Mt. 22.15-22)

Debt N debt can lead to endavement (Prov. 22.7)

Bavings N moderate priority with God: encouraged but not commanded (Prov. 6.6-8)

Bupport Lifestyle Chaices N supporting basic needs of family is a high priority with
God (1 Thes. 4.11-12) - supplying wants isalow priority with God (1 Tim. 6.7-8)

Giving N generoudy, sacrificidly, cheerfully (2 Cor. 9.11) N to earthly and spiritud
family membersin need (1 Tim. 5.8) N to thechurch, those who minister to our spiritud
needs (1 Cor. 9.14)



Finances and Marriage: Advantages of Living Out A Plan anda Budget Together

Share thejoy of working together for God@glory

Both: in conwersation, encourage each other by beng content with food and covering and
not complaining or valuing wants highly

Both: choos to subject your will to God
Husband: effectively provide for your family and thar future by choasing abiblical plan

Wife: faithfully support your husband® leadership by implementing and overseeing the
plan

Husband: better facilitate your wife enjoying thegood things God provides by making the
best use of money

Husband: work heartily for theLord and for the provisions of your family
Wife: be asuitable hel per by effectively managing househdd supplies

Husband of aworking wife: sharein the burden of househdd duties, and thus care for
your wife

Working wife: be thankful for the opportunity to help your husband by working

Both: go through the storms of difficulty together and undstracted from thegods of
serving/ trusting God

Husband: cheerfully work at thejob God has provided

Wife: cheerfully do thework at home/job God has planned for you

Both: work together to give to those in need and to church

Husband: appreciate and be thankful for your wife@® work to bea doer of theWord
Wife: appreciate and be thankful for your husband@work to bea doer of the Word

Husband: encourage your wife by showing her truth from the Word regarding the family
finances



Husband: help your wife make progress in putting off sin and putting on righteousiessin
related areas

Husband: strengthen your wife with the Hope from God® Word

Wife: encourage you husband by showing him truth from the Word regarding family
finances, leaving the concluson of how to apply it to him

Wife: find ways to support, pray for, and respectfully encourage your husband to make
progressin being adoer of theWord

Wife: strengthen your husband with the Hope From God® Word

Husband: rgoicein theblessing of being able to trust a faithful wife

Wife: may enjoy theresponsibility of overseeing budget, cash flow and investments
Wife: rgoicein the blessing of being provided for by afaithful husand

Both: enjoy theblessing of sharing alife of God®type of love

Both: enjoy thelong term benefits of savings

Both: enjoy thebondof oneness that comes from consistent labor to honorGod
Both: enjoy the contentment of fulfilling theimportant duties God has given you
What must you do differently to enjoy such alife of blessing?

Seevalleybible.net for texts + audo + video of cited sermons



RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT PROCESS

1. Confess your sin to God. (1 John1.9)
Repent. (Proverbs28.13)

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteousto forgive our sinsand to
cleanse usfrom dl uninghteousess.

Proverbs 28:13 He who concedls his transgressions will not prosper, But he who
confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.

Confess (homplogeo) means to agree with God, to say the same thing as He does. He
haessin. Itisagang who Heis. To agreewith Himisto say | haeit to. To repentis
to say, "I®n turning and going the other direction.” To

repent is to remain in prayer until it can horestly be sad, "Lord, | intend not sin againg
Youin thisway agan."

To confess sin and repent does not include justifying sin or excuang it. These practices
are the opposite of accepting responsibility, regarding sn as sin againg God, and turning
away fromit. People wrongly think that circumstances were too hard, that many people
sn

in thesame way, that it didn®redly hurt anything or that the one sinned againgt deserved
it. These ideas ignore God. Sin pertains to Him, not comparisons with other people.
Such ideas oppose the honorof theHoly God.

2. Pray, giving thanksfor your spouse and for these circumstances (1 Thess. 5.18)
Pray for strength to love fervently (1 Peter 1.22)
1 Thessalonians 5:18in everything give thanks for thisis God@ will for in Christ Jesus.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere
love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.

List many thingsaboutyour spouse for which you are thankful:

M ake arequest for God@ strength to love fervently:



3. Confess your sin to your spouse; ask them to forgive you. (Matthew 5.23-24, James
5.16)

Matthew 5:23-24 Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the dtar, and there
remember that your brother has something againg you, leave your offering there before
thedtar andgo; first bereconciled to your brother,

and then come and present your offering.

James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to oneanother, and pray for oneanother so that
you may be headled. Theeffective prayer of arighteous man can accomplish much.

Even if your view of what happened is that your sin was 10% of the problem and your
spouse® sin was 90% of the problem, resolving conflicts God® way is to take
responsibility for your own sin and ded with it biblicaly. If we see our own sin as God
does, obeying Him by doing our part (confessing it and asking forgiveness) is more
important than the pride of waiting for the other

person to ask you for forgiveness.

The topic of this convesation is your own sin, not your spouse@. Keep the focus on
your sin. Explain wha you did or said and why it was wrong according to the Word.
Include saying what you should have dore. Let your mate know you have confessed your
sin to God and repented of it. If the

same thing happens tomorrow you will not sin in the same way againg them.

Findly, ask for thar forgiveness. This puts the ball in thar court. Wait for a response.

Either way, you have dore your part to honorGod. Humbling yourself for God@glory
pleases Him and resolves conflicts.

4. Stand ready to forgive any sin by them against you (if they asked: Ephesians 4.32/f
not: 1 Cor. 135)

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tende-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God
in Christ also has forgiven you.

1 Corinthians 135 love does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not
provoked, does not take into account awrong suffered.

Forgiving as God in Christ has forgiven you means

| will nothold this sin against my spouse



| will notbringit up agang themin thefuture
| will not speak aboutit to others
| will notthink about my pain or ther sin again

Strategies to avoid the temptation to replay the sinsand harsh conversations
agang you in your mind:

Remember God@graciousforgiveness of your own sin

Know tha Christ@ blood pad for ther sin against you (if they are a
bdiever; if not, know that such times are great opportunities to bean
example of God@kind of love and forgiveness)

Think of dl thethingsyou are thankful for in your partner

Think of ways you can show love therest of this day, to show you have
forgiven as God does.

5. Love care, give (Phil. 2.3, Ro. 1419, 1 Peter 4.8).

Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty concet, but with humlity of mind
regard one ancther as more important than yourselves.

Romans 14:19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of
oneancther.

1 Peter 4:8 Aboveadl, keep fervent in your love for one ancther, because love covers a
multitudeof sins

Work diligently to show your appreciation for your spouse forgiveness and / or the
sincerity of truly choasing to forgive them as God does (thinking about our sin no more),
by showing kindress, love and care throughout the day and night.



BALANCING PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL SERVICE
Husband - Physical / Spiritud

1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyonedoes not providefor his own, and especidly for those of
his household, he has denied thefaith andis worse than an unbdiever.

1 Peter 3:7 Youhusdandsin the same way, live with your wives in an understanding
way, as with someone weaker, since sheis awoman; and show her honoras afellow har
of thegrace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

1 Thessalonians4:11-12 makeit your ambitionto lead aquiet life and attend to your
own business and work with your hands jus as we commanded you, so that you will
behave properly toward outsiders and not bein any need.

2 Thessalonians3:10-12 For even when we werewith you, we used to give you this
order: if anyoneis not willing to work, then heisnot to eat, either. For we hear that some
among you are leading an undsciplined life, doing nowork at dl, but acting like
busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work
in quet fashionand eat ther own bread.

Ephesians5:26-27 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with theword, tha He might present to Himsdlf the church in al her glory, having
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that shewould be hdy and blamdess.

Proverbs10:9 Hewhowalksinintegrity walks securely, But hewho perverts his ways
will be foundout.

Proverbs13:20 He who walks with wise men will bewise, But thecompanion of fods
will suffer harm.

Proverbs14:16 A wise manis cautious and turns away fromevil, But afod isarrogant
and careless.

Proverbs15:18 A hot-tempered man stirsup strife, But the Sow to anger cddms a dispute.
Proverbs17:17 A friendloves at dl times, And abrother isbom for adversity.

Proverbs22:24-25 Do not assodate with aman given to anger; Or go with ahot tempered
man, Or you will learn hisways, And finda snarefor yourself.

1 Timothy 3:12 Deaconsmug be husbandsof only one wife, and good managers of their
children and ther own househdds



Wife
Physica

1 Timothy 2:9-10 Likewise, I want women to adarn themselves with proper clothing,
modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but
rather by meansof good works, asis proper for women making a claim to godiness.

Titus 2:3-5 Older women likewise are to bereverent in thar behavior, not maicious

gossi ps nor endaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may encourage the
young women to love ther husands to love thar children, fo be sensble, pure, workers
at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands so tha theword of God will not be
dishonoed.

Proverbs14:1 Thewise woman buildsher hous, But thefodish tearsit down with her
own hands.

Proverbs19:14 House and weadlth are an inheritance from fathers,
But a prudent wifeisfrom theLORD.

Proverbs31:15 Sherises aso whileit is still night And gives foodto her houshadd
And portions to her maidens

Proverbs31:17 Shegirdshersdf with strength
And makes her arms strong.

Spiritud

1 Timothy 3:11 Women must likewise be dignified, not maicousgossi ps, but temperate,
fathful inal things

1 Peter 3:2-6 asthey observe your chaste and respectful behavior. Youradomment must
not be merely externd, braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;
but et it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of agentle and
quet spirit, which is preciousin thesight of God. For in this way in former times the
hdy women aso, who hoped in God, used to adom themselves, being submissive to thar
own husbands jus as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her
children if youdowhat isright without bang frightened by any fear.

Ephesians5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands as to theLord.



Provarbs219 It is better to livein acorner of aroof Than in ahous shared with a
contentious woman.

Proverbs31:11-12 The heart of her husand trustsin her,
And hewill have nolack of gan.

She does him good and not evil

All thedays of her life,

Proverbs31:18 She senses that her gainisgood
Her lamp does not go out at night.

Proverbs 31:25 Strength and dignity are her clothing,
And shesmiles at thefuture.

Proverbs31:28-29 Her children rise up and bless her;
Her hudand also, and he praises her, saying:
Many daughters have dore noldy, But you excd them dl.

Proverbs31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty isvain,
But awoman who fears the LORD, she shdl be praised.

LAYING DOWN ONEGLIFE:
THE BIBLICAL SERVANT LEADER

Jesus, the ultimate example

Mark 10:43-45 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great
among you shdl be your servant; and whoever wishes to befirst among you shdl be dave
of dl. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
lifearansom for many.

John 6:38 For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of
Him who sent Me,

Hebrews 5:8-9 Althowh He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to dl those who obey Him the source
of eternal salvation.

1 John 3:16 We know love by this, that He laid down Hislife for us and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren.



Themission of aman: to follow JesusOexample by being a servant-leader in His marriage

Ephesians 5:23 For the hudand is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.

Ephesians 5:25-31 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ aso loved the church and
gave Himsdf up for her, so tha He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in al her
glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but tha she would hdy and
blameless. So husandsought aso to love ther own wives as thar own bodies. He who
loves his own wife loves himself; for no oneever haed his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishesit, just Christ also does the church, because we are members of His body. FOR
THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND
SHALL BE JOINED TO HISWIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.

Philippians 2:5-8 Have this attitudein yourselves which was dso in Christ Jesus, who,
athowgh He existed in the form of God, did not regard equdlity with God a thing to
grasped, but emptied Himsdf, taking the form of a bondservant, and beng made in the
likeness of men. Being foundin appearance as a man, He humbled Himsdf by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on across.

Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surroundng us let
aso lay asideevery encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and

let us run with endurance the race that is set before us fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of faith, who for thejoy set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at theright hand of the throne God. For consder Him who
has endured such hodility by sinnes againg Himsdlf, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.

1 John 4:16-19 We have come to know and have bdieved thelove which God has for us.
Godislove, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abidesin him. By
this, love is pefected with us, so tha we may have confidence in the day of judgment;
because as He is, so dso are we in this world. Thereis no fear in love; but perfect love
casts out fear, because fear invdves punishment, and one who fears is not perfected in
love. We love, because He first loved us

Thethouwghts and actionsof a servant-leader husand
My wife@® sanctification is her becoming more like Christ, not more like me.

I may plant and water, but only God can cause growth to occur.



Themain ministry in my lifeis my wife® sanctification.
| am working to hep her be more congstent in the Word (God®@ tool to sanctify her).

| am working hard to know and obey God®@Word so | can honorGod and so | can be of
benefit to my wife.

| aninvdved in her lifein areas where sheis attempting to put off sin and on
righteousness.

| pray for he.

| initiate time of talking openly so | can know he heart, her struggles, her victories and
so | can encourage and strengthen her.

I know her and am working with her to become morelike Christ.

| dolead her. | am not afraid to speak the truth even when she opposesit.

My motiveisto obey and honorGod as a hudhand.

| seek to love her sacrificidly, theway Christ loves me,

| domy work heartily for theLord, not for men.

More than my glory or honor, my purposeinwork isto provide for my wife.

| am thankful for my job because it is God@® chosen tool for me to provide her.

Bince Jesusis my example and He waszerfect, | know | will notfollow His example
exactly. Neverthdess, because it is God@Qwill for me, | will labor diligently to follow

Christ@ example of love and service.

When | dosin, | will openly confess my sin and ask forgiveness first from God, then
my wife.

| think about how | can humble myself, empty myself and be obedient to God to the
ultimate degree because that was Christ@ attitude

When there are corflicts in my marriage, winning thefight or hurting her back or making
he pay for sin by being angry or cold will be replaced by resolving
conflicts biblicaly.



When my wife sinsagainst me | will not take sin into accourt against me, but will point
he to God®way of resolving conflicts.

By God@grace | will expend greet effort to lay asidesin and run this race with
enduance.

I will spend daly timein theWord so that | can fix my eyes on Jesus.
I will be an example of aman who obeys God.

Bome days will be hard. | purpose to view themin relation to theday | see God faceto
face so | will notgrow weary andloe heart, but rather endute like Jesus did.

I will not compromise my commitment to Christ when my wife opposesit.

| thank God that because of Hislove | do not fear the Day of Judgment.

Because God loves me, | seek to love my wifein the same way.

I will findways to expressloveand care.

I will spend time and energy to be ablessing to my bride.

There will begreat times aore together, when sheisloved and cared for.
There will be theexample of a strong man of faith when circumstances are harsh.

There will be frequent times of talking and listening at the heart level.

There will be hugsand back massages and gentle kisses.

There will be words of love and appreciation.

There will be words of strong faith and Hope From God® Word.



