THEOLOGY OF GOD
(PARTS1AND 2)

Godis All-Powerful

Genesis1:1-5

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. *The earth wasformless and
void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving
ove the surface of the waters. *Then God said, Qet there be light and there was
light. “God saw that the light was good and God separated the light from the darkness.
°God cdled the light day, and the darkness He cdled night. And there was evening and
there was morning, one day.

Genesis 1:6-2:17

Genesis 2:18-23

Then the LORD God said, Ot is not good for the man to be dong; | will make him a
hd per suitable for him.O*0ut of the groundthe LORD God formed every besst of the
fied and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man cdled a living creature, that was its name. The man gave
names to dl the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but
for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. ?!So the LORD God caused a
deep deep to fal upon the man, and he dept; then He took oneof hisribsand closed up
the flesh at that place. The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had
taken from theman, and brought her to theman. *Theman said,

Orhisis now boneof my bones,

And flesh of my flesh;

She shdl be caled Woman,

Because shewas taken out of Man.O

Job 38:12
(Have you ever in your life commanded themoming,
And caused thedawn to know its place,

Job 38:25-27

QWho has dleft achannd for theflood,
Or away for thethundebdlt,
To bring rain onaland without people,
On adesert without amaninit,
2l To satisfy thewaste and desolate land
And to make the seeds of grass to sprout?
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Job 38:31-32

GCan you bind the chains of the Pleiades,

Or loo=e thecords of Orion?

QCan you lead forth acongellationin its season,
Andguide the Bear with her satellites?

Job 422
Q know that Y ou can dodl things
And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.

Psaim 8:1
O LORD, ourLord,
How maesticis You namein dl theearth,
Who have displayed Y our splendorabowe the heavend

Psalm 13913-16

For Youformed my inward pats;
Y ouwovemein my motherG womb.
| will give thanksto You, for | am fearfully and wondefully made;
Wondeful are’Y our works,
Andmy soul knowsit very wdll.
My frame was not hidden from Y ou,
When | was made in secret,
And skillfully wrought in the depths of theearth;
Y our eyes have seen my unformed substance;
Andin Yourbookwereadl written
Thedays tha were ordained for me,
When as yet there was not oneof them.

Proverbs16:5
Everyonewhois proudin heart is an abomination to the LORD;
Assuredly, hewill not be unpunished.

Matthew 19:26
And looking at them Jesus said to them, QVith people this is impossible, but with God

dl thingsare possible.O

John1:1-4
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into beng through Him, and apart from



Him nothing came into beng that has come into being. “In Him was life, and the life was
theLight of men.

Colossans1:16-17

For by Him dl thingswere created, both in theheavensand on earth, visibleandinvisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authoritiesN al things have been created
through Him and for Him. *’Heis before dl things andin Him dl thingshad d together.

Hebrews 12:28-29
Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude by
which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; *for our God
isaconuming fire.

2 Peter 3:7-11

But by His word the present heavens and earth are bang reserved for fire, kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. ®But do not let this onefact escape
your notice, beloved, tha with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years like one day. °The Lord is not low about His promise, as some cournt Slowness,
but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for al to come to repentance.
198yt the day of theLord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with
aroar and the dements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works
will be bumed up. *Since al these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of
people ought you to bein hdy condud and godliness.

Considering the extreme power of God, the first question has to be focused inward. Do
we live our lives accordingly? Is God honoed in thoughts, words and deeds? As achild
of God, the events of the day, the chaces and temptations, the passions and the effort
can dal be evauated more clearly unde the light of this clarifying truth. God is dl
powerful.

Consider the magnificence of God® power. He created everything we will see today.
Thevery smadl and thevery big are dl made by Him. He put thestarsin thar places. As
He caused al we see to come into being, He will aso terminate the existence of these
thingsas well, with the exception of people and the Word. Am | living my lifetoday in a
way that exdts Him? Do | dowhat | do based onwho Heis?

Is any counsdling problem too difficult for God?



These redities abou the immense power of God ddine His statements abou His grace
and care for His children in the Word. God is al powerful. Many a counslee, who has
struggled for years with the same problem, asks, Qs there hope?OQCan | change?OCCan
God hdp me?0or o you think things coud ever tumn out well?20 You should be
thinking about the promises of God (His grace is sufficient, ask confidently for hdp in
time of need, the Word can equip every bdiever for every good work) aong with the
massive power of the Creator and sustainer of theuniverse. If youdo, you can look them
in the eye and say without reservation, Q\bsolutdy, my friend O Then you can explain
why you are so certain.

Thecounsaor whois best at worshipping God with reverence and awe will be able to see
the Word more clearly. He or shewill aso perceive counslees and ther problems more
accurately.

Aremy thinking and my counsd to others for thehonorof God aone?

Knowing and relating to theLord as He is in this aspect of His power is aso beneficid in
evangdlism. If | know God and relate to Him as the ultimate energy in the universe, | will
be more proficient at sorting out the questions and oljections of the unsaved. | will be
able to explain theliving God, and thus the Gospel, in amore effective way.

Godis Eternd

Psam 90:2
Before themourntainswere bom
Or Yougave birth to theearth and theworld,
Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

Psalm 10227
(But You are the same,
AndYour years will notcometo an end.

John8:58



Jesus said to them, Orruly, truly, | say to you, before Abraham was bom, | am.O

Ephesians1:4-6

just as He chose usin Him before thefounddion of theworld, that we would behdy and
blameless before Him. In love °He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ to Himsdlf, according to the kindintention of His will, ®to the praise of theglory of
Hisgrace, which He fredy bestowed on usin the Beloved.

1 Timothy 6:16
who aone possesses immortality and dwells in ungpproachable light, whom no man has
seen or can see. To Him be honorand eternal dominion! Amen.

Hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

1 John2:25
Thisis the promise which He Himsdf made to us: eternd life.

Revelation 21:1-7

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for thefirst heaven and thefirst earth passed
away, and there is no longer any sea. And | saw the hdy city, new Jerusaem, coming
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husand. *And |
heard aloud voice from the throne saying, Behdd, the tabernacle of God is among men,
and He will dwel among them, and they shdl be His people, and God Himself will be
amorg them, “and He will wipe away every tear from ther eyes, and there will no lorger
beany death; there will nolonger be any mouming, or crying, or pan; thefirst thingshave
passed away.O°And He who sits on the throne said, Behadd, | am making dl things
new.OANd He said, QWrite, for these words are faithful and true O°Then He said to me,
Ot is done | am the Alphaand the Omega, the beginning and the end. | will give to the
onewho thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. “OHe who overcomes
will inherit these things and | will be his God and hewill be My son.

Revdation 221-5

Then heshowed me ariver of thewater of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throneof
God and of the Lamb, %in the midde of its street. On either side of the river was the tree
of life, bearing twelve kindsof fruit, yidding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the
tree were for the hedling of the nations *There will no lorger be any curse; and the throne
of God and of theLamb will bein it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; “they will see
His face, and His namewill be on ther foreheads *And there will no longer be any night;
and they will not have need of thelight of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the
Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever.



Revdation 2213
Q am the Alphaand the Omega, thefirst and thelast, the beginning and theend.O

God is big and the problem is smal, in comparison. By regarding the truth abou the
eternity of God, we see things as they are. Thereis certainly hard work to do for the
counglor. We mug gather good data and efficiently andyze each factor with the Word.
We mugs communicate the Scriptures with the power and compassion they demand. The
coursdee mug do the hard work of subjecting ther will to the Lord. But the most
difficult work is the change of ahuman life. Tha restsin thecapable handsof a God who
has existed forever. He made thingsthat go onforever. He will reign asLord forever. No
problemisvery big when we seeit in relation to our God.

One day, you will be in eternity. Time will be no more. There will be no sun. God
Himself will be thelight of the new city. How will this day look from the vantage point
of tha day? Is your persond time with theLord a priority this month? What passion
for the Word would correspond with the certainty of your eterna destiny? How should
the Word be spoken to the counslees God bringsacross our paths? | will expend energy
to reflect theeternd Godin how| live,

M editating on His eternity puts lifeinto perspective

Who Godis

Whol am

Thedirection of counsling

Connet thecoun®gleesto Him

Show them His Word

Help them see God®@ mgjesty and glory



Godis Holy

Psalm 223
Yet Youare hady,
O Youwho are enthroned upon the praises of Isradl.

Psam 119140
Your word isvery pure,
Therefore Your servant lovesiit.

|saiah 6:3
Andonecdled out to another and said,

(Holy, Holy, Holy, isthe LORD of hogs,
Thewhole earth isfull of Hisglory.O

Matthew 5:48
Orherefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

John8:45-46
(But because | speak thetruth, you do not bdieve Me. “*QNVhich one of you convicts Me
of sin?1f | speak truth, why do you not bdieve M e?

John9:30-33

The man answered and said to them, QWdl, here is an amazing thing, that you do not
know where He is from, and yet He opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does not hear
sinneas; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him. *Since the
beginning of time it has never been heard tha anyone opened the eyes of a person bom
blind. *If this man were not from God, He coud do nothing.O

Romans 3:23
for dl have sinned and fal short of theglory of God,

2 Corinthians5:21
He made Him who knew no sinto be sin on our behdf, so that we might become the
righteousess of God in Him.

Hebrews 4:15
For we do not have a high priest who cannat sympathize with our weaknesses, but One
who has been tempted in al thingsas we are, yet withou sin.



1John1:5
Thisis themessage we have heard from Him and announe to you, that Godis Light, and
in Him thereisno darkness at all.

Revelation 4:8
And thefour living creatures, each one of them having six wings are full of eyes around
and within; and day and night they do not cease to say,

QHOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS
AND WHO ISAND WHO ISTO COME.O

Worshipping the Holy Godisafoundation for right thinking.

A basic and common theme of counsling Christians from the Word of God is this: turn
away from sin. The author of this person@ life is Holy. Our quest is to be like Him.
Many problems have sin as ther roct.

Seek to be holy in your own life. Thecounslor is a human being. He or sheisa sinner
saved by grace. He or she is striving, with God® hdp, to grow in holiness
(sanctification). Success in this endeavor increases the skills for waking the same road
with othes. Proficiency in pesond growth in Christ shapens the mind for
undestanding theredation of theWord to problems.

If sinisthe problem, who ese buta Holy God could be the source of change?

Other forms of counsling have other gods (fed good abou self, ease guilt, love sdf,
achieve persond goas)

Godis Holy; therefore overcoming Sin is more important than other purposesin problem
solving

Jesus istheexpert at resisting temptation. Although He was sinless from the beginning of
Hislife on earth, the Father did not deem Him ready to pay the price for sin until He had
QOearned obedience from the things which He suffered,OHebrews 5.8. His congstent



Holiness during His difficult life on earth made Him the effective sacrifice for dl sin. It
aso makes Him the source of help for al of us who seek to win our battles agang sin.
He offers to hdp (Hebrews 2.18). Because Godis Holy, we seek to teach our counslees
tha thegod is becoming more hdy. We strive to hdp them develop the bondwith the
One who can enable them and teach them to make such changes. Tha person is Jesus
Christ. Our hopeisin Him.

Godis completely pure. Therefore we can trust His Word.
Biblical counsing at its core

Confront sin

Direct, assist thecounsgeeto turn from sin

GodisWise

2 Chronicles 169

For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly
support those whose heart is completely His.

Psalm 11998-100

Y our commandments make me wiser than my enamies,
For they are ever mine.
% | have more ingght than al my teachers,
For Your testimonies are my meditation.
190 | understand more than the aged,
Because | have observed Y our precepts.

Psam 1391-6
O Lord, You have searched me and known me,
Youknowwhen | sit down andwhen | rise up;
Y ou understand my thowght from afar.
Y ou scrutinize my path and my lying down,
And areintimately acquainted with al my ways.
Even before thereis aword onmy tongue,
Behdd, O LORD, Youknowit all.
Y ou have enclosed me behind and before,



Andlad You hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wondeful for me;
It istoo high, | cannat attain to it.

Proverbs15:3
Theeyes of theLORD arein every place,
Watching theevil and thegood.

Proverbs16:2
All theways of aman are clean in his own sight,
But theLORD weighsthe motives.

Matthew 10:30
(But thevery hars of your head are al numbered.

Romans11:33-34

Oh, the depth of theriches both of the wisdomand knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are His judgments and unfathomeble His ways! *FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE
MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?

1 Corinthians10:13

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful,
who will notalow you to betempted beyondwhat you are able, but with the temptation
will providetheway of escapeaso, so tha you will beable to endureit.

2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for training in righteousness.

Hebrews4:13
And thereis no creature hidden from His sight, but all thingsare open andlaid bare to the
eyes of Him with whomwe have to do.

God is wise enough to know the purposes of every person@inner being. He watches the
motives play out. He sees not only the action, but the intent behind it. He weighsthe
desires of every oneof us He judges the driving force of our souls. He evduates our
wills. He has atrueopinion on wha He seesin the heart of each man and woman. That
iswhy Heis the Wonderful Counslor. Heistheonewho speaks to the deepest portion
of the heart through His Word. That is the essence of biblical coungling. When change
has occurred, the counsor and counslee both worship thetrue Counslor. All recognize
that Heisthe Onewho used His wisdomto produce real change.



In counsling, how hdpful would it be to know what He sees? Woud it make the
counsdor more effective to undestand His andysis of the heart of the counslee? We
cannot come close to His scope of undestanding, His depth of knowledge or His purity
of concluson. But to the degree we can know the Word; to thelevel we can obsrve the
interaction of God, through the Word, with the soul of the counslee; there is the despest
information we can know.

God knows every soul intimately

Heis mos conarned with thewill

Heiswise enouwgh to evauate, analyze and judge themotives

TheWord

The source of wisdom

God@tool to teach, reprove, correct, train
andequp

It is theonly thing with the power and wisdom to reach the thoughts and
intentions of the heart



Godis so wise. He knows our ways. He knows what we will say before we say it. He
knows how many hairs are on our heads each day of our lives. He knows how we would
react to anything tha could ever happen to a person. He knows what we, in Him, can
hande at every point of ourlife onearth.

GodisLove

Psalms 628
Trust in Him at al times, O people;
Pour out your heart before Him;
Godisarefugefor us
Sdah.

Psalms 1031012
He has not dedlt with us according to our sins
Nor rewarded usaccording to ouriniquities.
For as high as the heavens are abowe the earth,
So great is Hislovingkindress toward those who fear Him.
Asfar astheeast isfrom thewest,
So far has He removed our transggressions from us.

Matthew 11:28

GCome to Me, dl who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Cl'ake My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. **CFor My yokeis easy and My burden islight.O

Mark 10:17-22

As He was setting out on ajourney, aman ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked
Him, GGood Teacher, what shal | doto inherit eternd life20

And Jesus said to him, QVhy do you cadl Me good? No one is good except God
dore. Y ou know the commandments, @o not murder, Do not commit adutery, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother. @

And hesaid to Him, Oleacher, | have kept al these thingsfrom my youth up.O

Looking at him, Jesus felt alove for him and said to him, GDne thing you lack: go and sell
al you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me.O

But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who
owned much property.



Mark 10:43-45

(But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become grest among you shall
be your servant; ““and whoever wishes to befirst anorng you shdl be slave of dl. ®*CFor
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, andto give Hislife aransom
for many.O

John3:16

Uror God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shdl not perish, but have eternd life.

John12:27-28

Now My soul has become troubled; and what shdl | say, Grather, save Me from this
hour® But for this purpose | came to this hour. ?CFather, glorify Your nameOThen a
voice came out of heaven: Q have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.O

Romans8:28

And we know that God causes dl things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are caled according to His purpose.

Philippians 4:13
| can dodl thingsthrough Him who strengthensme.

2 Timothy 4:16-17

At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted
againg them. Y'But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the
prodamation might be fully accomplished, and tha all the Gentiles might hear; and | was
rescued out of thelion@ mouth.

Hebrews 2:18

For since He Himsdlf was tempted in tha which He has suffered, He is able to come to
theaid of those who are tempted.

Hebrews 7:25

Therefore Heis able dso to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since
He always lives to make intercession for them.



James 1:17

Every goodthing given and every perfect gift isfrom abowve, coming down from the Father
of lights, with whomthere is no variation or shifting shadow.

1 John2:1

My little children, | am writing these things to you so tha you may not sin. And if
anyonesins we have an Advoaite with the Father, Jesus Christ therighteous

1 John3:16

We know love by this, tha He laid down His life for us and we ought to lay down our
livesfor the brethren.

1 John4:7-8

Beloved, let usloveone another, for love is from God; and everyonewho lovesis bom of
God and knows God. 8The one who does not love does not know God, for God s love.

1 John4:10

In thisis love, not tha we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Sonto be the
propitiation for oursins

1 John4:18-19

Thereisnofear inlove but perfect lovecasts out fear, because fear invaves punishment,
and the one who fearsis not perfected in love. **We love, because He first loved us

Paul prayed that the Ephesians (and we as well) would (be able to comprehend with all
the saints wha is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses al knowledge, tha you may be filled up to al the fullness of
God,OEphesians 3.18-19.

We get a taste of the endess love of God in the verses above How amazing is His love!
He is the refuge for al His children, the safe place we can go in the storms of life. His
lovingkindress is bigger than the desert sky. He removes our sins further than the east
and west horizons. He bonds together with us, as oxen plowing afield. He shoulders the
heavy burden in this bonding labor of love. His love includes the pointed heart-level, sin
confronting truth (Mark 10.17-22). Jesus lived alife of serving andgiving. God causes dl
thingsin our lives to work out for our good How inaedible are His invavement and



kindress! He gives us dl we need for every event of life. He hdps us in difficulty. He
has chosen to give usevery goodthing in ourlives. He enablesusto love.

To redly consider these things is like studying each angle of the world@® largest, most
perfectly cut diamond Except that the diamond of God® love can fill our souls. There
are so many sidestoit. Each oneis so pure.

Undestanding the dimengonsof God@® love and knowing God@® love can fill usup to
the fullness of God. Therefore, it must have a significant place in the life of every
Christian. God@ loveinterprets everything else we encourter. As we progress in beng
filled up with God@ fullness by knowing Hislove, how can we not be better equipped to
serve souls who are encountring the darkest days of thar lives on earth? And if we can
beused by God to hdp them understand this love of His, how will they not be benefited
to the point of aglorioussolution to thar hardships

Counsding like Jesus: speaking thetruth inlove (Mark 10.17-22)

1 John4.18-19
Fear

God®@love

Our love

God@® Sovereign Rule

1 Chronicles 29:11

Orours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the
majesty, indeed everything that isin the heavens and the earth; Yoursis thedomnion, O
LORD, andYouexat Yoursef as head over dl.

Psalm 1153
But our God isin the heavens



He does whaever He pleases.

Ezekid 184
(Behold, al souls are Mine the soul of the father as well as the soul of the sonis Mine
The soul who sinswill die.

Danid 4:35

QAll theinhabitants of the earth are accourted as nothing,
But He does according to His will in thehod of heaven
And among theinhabitants of earth;

And no one can ward off His hand

Or say to Him, @Vhat have You dore?0

Matthew 20:15

Osit not lawful for me to do what | wish with wha is my own? Or is your eye envious
because | am generous?O

Romans9:14-21

What shdl we say then? Thereis noinjustice with God, is there? May it never be! For
He says to Moses, Q will have mercy onwhom| have mercy, and | will have compassion
onwhom | have compassion.0'*®So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the
man who runs, but on God who has mercy. *For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, GFor this
very purpose | raised you up, to demondrate My power in you, and tha My name
might be prodaimed throughou the whole earth.0'¥So then He has mercy on whom He
desires, and He hardenswhom He desires. *°Y ou will say to me then, QVhy does He still
find fault? For who resists His will20?°0On the contrary, who are you, O man, who
answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, QVhy did you make
me like this,Owill it? ?Or does not the potter have aright over theclay, to make from the
same lump onevessal for honaable use and another for common use?

Ephesians1:11

aso we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose
who works all thingsafter thecouns of His will.

Colossans1:17
Heisbeoreadl things andin Him al thingshdd together.

Hebrews 1:3



And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His naure, and
upholdsall thingsby theword of His power. When He had made purification of sins He
sat down at theright hand of the Majesty on high.

This truth communicates clearly the essence of God. It isso clear. Thereis no question
as to the teaching of Scripture on this point. God sovereignly rules over all.

He does wha He pleases to do. No onecan judge Him. He had mercy on whom He
chooss. It does not depend on what man does. He does al things based on His own
will. Jesus upholds dl thingsby theWord of His power.

This attribute of God is not separate from the others, but rather takes them into account.
In a sense, each defines the other. Heis still loving, just, Holy and eternd. But it is so
humbling that it can take one@ breath away when the sovereign rule of God is consdered.

Romans9

Two theologies

The certain teaching about God@® sovereign rulein both

| will strive to livein away that says,
Orhank Youfor choosng me
for noreason
other than YourgraceO



