
 
THE THEOLOGY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 
THE WORD OF GOD: PSALM 119 

 
• The Atti tude of the Righteous Man Toward the Word 

 
Psalm 119:2 How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, 
  Who seek Him with all their heart. 
 
Psalm 119:4 You have ordained Your precepts, 
  That we should keep them diligently. 
 
Psalm 119:10   With all my heart I have sought You; 
    Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 
 
Psalm 119:15   I will meditate on Your precepts 
    And regard Your ways. 
 
Psalm 119:18  Open my eyes, that I may behold 
    Wonderful things from Your law. 
 

Psalm 119:25  My soul cleaves to the dust; 
    Revive me according to Your word. 
 

Psalm 119:33  Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, 
    And I shall observe it to the end. 
 
Psalm 119:34  Give me understanding, that I may observe Your law 
    And keep it with all my heart. 
 
Psalm 119:38  Establish Your word to Your servant, 
    As that which produces reverence for You. 
 
Psalm 119:47  I shall delight in Your commandments, 
    Which I love. 
 

Psalm 119:57  The Lord is my portion; 
    I have promised to keep Your words. 
 
Psalm 119:67  Before I was afflicted I went astray, 



    But now I keep Your word. 
 
Psalm 119:71  It is good for me that I was afflicted, 
    That I may learn Your statutes. 
 
Psalm 119:80  May my heart be blameless in Your statutes, 
    So that I will not be ashamed. 
 

Psalm 119:97  O how I love Your law! 
    It is my meditation all the day. 
 
Psalm 119:112  I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes 
      Forever, even to the end. 
 
 
Psalm 119:114  You are my hiding place and my shield; 
      I wait for Your word. 
 
Psalm 119:127  Therefore I love Your commandments 
      Above gold, yes, above fine gold. 
 
Psalm 119:131  I opened my mouth wide and panted, 
      For I longed for Your commandments. 
 
Psalm 119:143  Trouble and anguish have come upon me, 
      Yet Your commandments are my delight. 
 
Psalm 119:147  I rise before dawn and cry for help; 
      I wait for Your words. 
 
Psalm 119:159  Consider how I love Your precepts; 
      Revive me, O Lord, according to Your lovingkindness. 
 
Psalm 119:163  I hate and despise falsehood, 
      But I love Your law. 
 
Psalm 119:166  I hope for Your salvation, O Lord, 
     And do Your commandments. 
 
Psalm 119:168  I keep Your precepts and Your testimonies, 
      For all my ways are before You. 
 



Highlight the words that describe the heart of the righteous man toward the Word 
of God in the verses above. 
 Are you willing to become such a person?  If so, let the Lord know in prayer now. 
            
            
            
            
     
 
 What changes will you make in what you think about your circumstance, in effort 
level in obeying God, in how you hear the Word, in what you think about it and in your 
reverence for God? 
            
            
            
            
            
            
       
 
 What will you do to seek to become one who more consistently lives out GodÕs 
Word? 
            
            
            
            
     
 
 
 

• What is True About GodÕs Word 
 

Psalm 119:89  Forever, O Lord, 
    Your word is settled in heaven. 
 

Psalm 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet 
      And a light to my path. 
 

Psalm 119:129  Your testimonies are wonderful; 
      Therefore my soul observes them. 
 

Psalm 119:137  Righteous are You, O Lord, 



      And upright are Your judgments. 
 
Psalm 119:140  Your word is very pure, 
      Therefore Your servant loves it. 
 
Psalm 119:142  Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, 
      And Your law is truth. 
 
Psalm 119:144  Your testimonies are righteous forever; 
      Give me understanding that I may live. 
 
Psalm 119:151  You are near, O Lord, 
     And all Your commandments are truth. 
 
Psalm 119:160  The sum of Your word is truth, 
        And every one of Your righteous ordinances is everlasting. 
 
Psalm 119:172  Let my tongue sing of Your word, 
      For all Your commandments are righteousness. 
 
 Take time to praise and worship God for all that He has given you in the Word. 
            
            
            
            
            
      
 
 Since these things are true about Scripture, what else is true about specific events 
and circumstances in your life?  (Think this through carefully; be thorough). 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        
 
 

• The Relationships of One Who Obeys GodÕs Word 
 
Psalm 119:61  The cords of the wicked have encircled me, 



    But I have not forgotten Your law. 
 
Psalm 119:63  I am a companion of all those who fear You, 
    And of those who keep Your precepts. 
 
Psalm 119:69  The arrogant have forged a lie against me; 
    With all my heart I will observe Your precepts. 
 
Psalm 119:74  May those who fear You see me and be glad, 
    Because I wait for Your word. 
 
Psalm 119:78  May the arrogant be ashamed, for they subvert me with a lie; 
    But I shall meditate on Your precepts. 
 
Psalm 119:79  May those who fear You turn to me, 
    Even those who know Your testimonies. 
 

Psalm 119:113  I hate those who are double-minded, 
      But I love Your law. 
 
Psalm 119:155  Salvation is far from the wicked, 
      For they do not seek Your statutes. 
 
Psalm 119:158  I behold the treacherous and loathe them, 
      Because they do not keep Your word. 
 
 What relationships in your life must be limited or eliminated?  What different 
thoughts must you think about these relationships?  What different words will you speak 
to these people if you are to better honor God? 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        
 
 How can you become a companion to others who fear God?  How can you 
become one who is turned to and rejoiced over, by those who love God?  What will you 
do? 



            
            
            
            
            
            
       
 
 How will you pursue the companionship of the few who truly fear God, who 
consistently keep His commands? 
            
            
            
            
            
            
       
 
 
 

• The Results of Consistent Time and Effort in the Word 
 
Psalm 119:6  Then I shall not be ashamed 
  When I look upon all Your commandments. 
 

Psalm 119:9  How can a young man keep his way pure? 
  By keeping it according to Your word. 
 
Psalm 119:11  Your word I have treasured in my heart, 
    That I may not sin against You. 
 
Psalm 119:50  This is my comfort in my affliction, 
    That Your word has revived me. 
 
Psalm 119:56  This has become mine, 
    That I observe Your precepts. 
 
Psalm 119:93  I will never forget Your precepts, 
    For by them You have revived me. 
 
Psalm 119:100  I understand more than the aged, 
      Because I have observed Your precepts. 



 
Psalm 119:102  I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, 
      For You Yourself have taught me. 
 
Psalm 119:104  From Your precepts I get understanding; 
     Therefore I hate every false way. 
 
Psalm 119:148  My eyes anticipate the night watches, 
      That I may meditate on Your word. 
 
Psalm 119:165  Those who love Your law have great peace, 
      And nothing causes them to stumble. 
 
 I have known people whose lives are described in these verses.  These tremendous 
men and women brought glory to God by loving His Word and putting forth daily effort 
to know it and obey it over a long period of time.  The purity, the victory over sin, the 
comfort, the sustenance, the obedience, the wisdom, the humility, the steadfastness, the 
heart for God, the peace and the strength recounted in Psalm 119 were visible in their 
lives and were theirs from God to enjoy. 
  

Choose to honor your Lord by going this way.  Commit yourself to putting 
quality time in GodÕs Word as the top priority in your life: the one thing that will occur 
before the end of each day.  Express you heart and your plan to the Lord here. 
            
            
            
            
            
            
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theology of the Word of God 

The origin of the Scriptures 

 

2 TIMOTHY 3.16 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; 

• ÒInspired by GodÓ  (Theopneustos)+ 2316 (Theos) God + 4154 (Pneo) blow, 
literally, ÒGod breathed outÓ or ÒGod exhaledÓ. 

 

2 PETER 1.20-21 



But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of oneÕs own 
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved 
by the Spirit spoke from God. 

 

The BibleÕs unique incision to the depth of the soul 

 

HEBREWS 4.12-13 

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

 

 

 

The Word enables believers to change 

 

JOHN 17.17 

ÒSanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 

 

I PETER 2.1-3 

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 
2like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in 
respect to salvation, 3if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

 

PSALM 119.9-11 

 How can a young man keep his way pure? 
 By keeping it according to Your word. 
10 With all my heart I have sought You; 
 Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 
11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, 
 That I may not sin against You. 
Obeying the Word results in GodÕs blessing 

 

PSALM 1.1-3 
 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 
 Nor stand in the path of sinners, 
 Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 



 And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, 
 Which yields its fruit in its season 
 And its leaf does not wither; 
 And in whatever he does, he prospers. 
 

MATTHEW 7.24-27 

ÒTherefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared 
to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25ÒAnd the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been 
founded on the rock. 26ÒEveryone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27ÒThe rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fellÑ and great 
was its fall.Ó 

 

JAMES 1.22-25 

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. 
23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his 
natural face in a mirror; 24for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has 
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25But one who looks intently at the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but 
an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

 

 

 

The Bible equips us for every situation in life 

 

2 TIMOTHY 3.16-17 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 
every good work. 

 

PROVERBS 16.20 

 He who gives attention to the word will find good, 
 And blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. 
 

 



Class Notes 

THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION OF COUNSELING: HERMENEUTICS 

 

What is hermeneutics?*  

• The Evangelical Dictionary of Theology:  ÒThe study of the principles of 
interpretationÓ 

• James Rosscup: ÒHermeneutics determines the methods, techniques, rules, or 
principles that will best serve in determining the proper interpretation of any 
portion of Scripture.Ó  

• Roy Zuck: ÒIt is the science and the art by which the meaning of a biblical text is 
determined.Ó 

 

What is important? 

 

Knowing Scripture 
Teaching the Word of God accurately 
Being able to refute false teaching 

 

JOHN 5.39-42 

ÒYou search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these 
that testify about Me; 40and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. 
41ÒI do not receive glory from men; 42but I know you, that you do not have the love of 
God in yourselves. 

 

2 PETER 2.1, 12-19 

Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our 
God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 12Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these 
things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which 
is present with you. 13I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir 
you up by way of reminder, 14knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15And I will also be diligent 
that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind. 

16For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
17For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this 
was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, ÒThis is M y beloved Son with whom I am well-
pleasedÓÑ  18and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with 
Him on the holy mountain. 



19So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star arises in your hearts. 

 

2 Timothy 3:13-4.5 
But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
14You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them, 15and that from childhood you have known 
the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that the man of 
God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
 
2 Timothy 2.1-5 
1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 
3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have 
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 5But 
you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 

 

1 TIMOTHY 6.20-21 

O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter 
and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called ÒknowledgeÓÑ  21which some have 
professed and thus gone astray from the faith. 

Grace be with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Principles of Hermeneutics 

 

 Context is essential 

• Who wrote this, to whom, and why? 

• What is the main idea of the paragraph, the chapter? 

• What do the adjacent words and sentences say about this word, this 
phrase, this area of truth? 

 

The Bible is itÕs own best commentary 

• What do other passages say about the same topic? 

• What do all the teachings of Scripture, when combined, say about this 
issue? 

• Where else is the same (original language) word used? 

 

What do the original language (Hebrew and Greek) words in this verse mean? 

• What truths can be learned from tense, word sequence and grammatical 
factors? 

 

What words are used most frequently in this text? 

• What is said about them? 

• What is the significance? 

 

 

Consider a format that allows you to add your previous study notes. 

 

Use commentaries only after your own personal study. 

 



All the study must include personal application, meditation and prayer. 

 

 

Important elements / factors in hermeneutics*  

• The interpretive process 

 

• Making applications 

 

• Questions to ask regarding implementation 

 

 

Importance of consistent study of GodÕs Word 

• For your own life (James 1.25) 

 

• Understand, live and teach (Romans 12.1-2) 

 

• Right view of change, sin and GodÕs power 

 

 

Tools for study and how to use them  

• Chapter study sheet 

 

• Exhaustive Concordance 

 

• VineÕs Concordance 

 

• Theological Dictionary of New Testament -Bromiley 

 

• Commentaries 

 

• Systematic Theologies 

 

• Topical Theological Studies  

o Evaluate how each book uses the Word 

o Is It the basis of truth and the final authority? 

o If not, what is the source of truth? 



o Does the author use the Word only to validate his point? 

o Is the Word used accurately? 

 

• Study Bibles 

 

• Programs for personal computers 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Adapted from Dr. Wayne Mack’s course: BC503 Biblical Hermeneutics 


