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MY COMMITMENT TO CHRIST...
IS IT COMPLETE?

MATTHEW 13.44-46

44 "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found
and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls,
46 and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and
bought it.

(44-46) What were the goals and purposes you worked for before you came to Christ?
How did you desire success, beng loved, security, wealth, pleasure and pride?

How do you regard these human purposes now?

What new god's have become yours since you became a believer?
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What have you doneto obey God?

Do these verses describe your commitment to Christ? Have you, in essence, sold dl else
you formerly pursued, and now expend your energy to obey Jesus Christ and His Word?
How so?

What actionsin your lifearein opposition to what is taught in these illugrations? What
priorities are askew?

What will youdo, at your present age, spiritud maturity level and stationin life, to livea
life of one who has sold all eseto live for God?
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DENY YOURSELF
MATTHEW 16.24-26

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

25 “For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My
sake shall find it.

26 “For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

(24) After JesusCXirst 7 words, do you think that his disci ples wished to come after

Him?

(24-25) What are thefour thingstha someone who comes after Christ must do?

What are six examples you have seen or read aboutwhere people truly denied themselves

for Jesus Christ?
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(25-26) What words does Jesus use to describe how important thechaice of life
direction, as defined in this passage, redly is?

(26) What is Jesus teaching by His two questions?

What must you do and think to fully deny yoursdf, take up your cross, and follow
Jesus?

Tell God what steps you will take in response to JesusOwords in Matthew 16.24-26.
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INCREASE YOUR FAITH!
LUKE 17.5-10

And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you.

“But which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when
he has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’?

“But will he not say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly chothe
yourself and serve me until I have eaten and drunk; and afterward you will eat and
drink?

“He does not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded,

does he?

“So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are

2

unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’

(5, 7-10) Notice the ApostlesOrequest. What does JesusCresponse, particularly in

verses 7-10, have to do with ther request?

(6) Isyourfaith big? Doesit need to increase?




(8-10) How does humble service build ore@ faith?

(10) Our Heavenly Father is not an unloving master such as the orein JesusO
illustration. We are less worthy than any save has ever been. We are only His by faith
which He gave us according to Ephesians2.8-9. Will you view yourself and your service

to God asisdescribed in Luke 17.10? If so, express your conclusonto theLord.

What should be your attitudeaboutbeang recognized for your servicein light of this
passage?

What must you think differently Babou God, about your job, about your spouse, about

serving those in your family Bif you are to live with increased faith?

What truths about God are contained in this passage? What truths about you?
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Adopt themindset of serving God with humility. Commit yourself to viewing obedience

with a heart of truefaith.
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THE PROUD AND THE HUMBLE
LUKE 18.9-14

And He also told this parable to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they
were righteous, and view others with contempt:

“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-
gatherer.

The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am
not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer.
I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’

“But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to life up
his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the
sinner!’

“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other, for
everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be

2

exalted.

How did the Pharisee percaeive himsdf, others, and God?




How did the tax-gatherer perceive himsdf, others, and God?

In regard to being accepted by God,in what did each man place his hope?

Consider carefully, how did God respond to each man@ prayer?

When have you thowght, spoken, or prayed in the same manner as the Pharisee? What

were the thowghts? What was said?

When have you thowght, spoken, or prayed in the same manner of the tax-gatherer? What

were the occasions? What were the purposes of your heart? What was said?

Isthar sinin yourlife? What are your greatest sins in this past month?

This passage requires a decison abouthow you will choos to view yourself, others, and

God.
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Godis

Other people are

Therefore | will pray humbly:
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TAKE COURAGE
JOHN 16.33

33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world

you have tribulation, but take courage,; I have overcome the world.”

This verse marks the conclusion of JesusOministry of teaching His disciples These are the
final words He spoke to them in the upper room. Next came prayer in Gethsemene, then
arred, and ultimately crucifixion. Jewstold His followers He had spoken to them that they

might have peacein Him.
Thereisacontrag between peacein Christ and tribulation in the world. Jesus makesit clear
that having His peace doesnot mean that a believer will have no difficuties On the

contrary, Jeaus says that His discipleswill have tribulation in thisworld.

What tribulation existsin your life?

In what forms have you sought peace? What have you believed peace would look like?
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If you believe that you can have peace in Christ but that you will have troubled timesin this
world, how will you view hard times? What is GodOsiew of your hard times?

The badgs of hopeisthat Jeaus, your Lord, hasovercome the world. How many different
specifi c ways can you think of that Jesus overcame the world?

The one thing Jesus says to do in this verseisto Qtake courage.O Is this difficult to do? If so,

why?

If you take couragein Him now amidst your tribulation, what thoughts will you think? What
will you pray? What will you do?
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A TRANSFORMED MIND
ROMANS 12.1-2

1 1 urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.

(1) The Scripturesteach many things about proper use of the body, list several of them:

(1) Howisit asacrifice (that is, giving up something of value) to obey God in these things?

(1) Pau said that to present your body asasacrifice to God is, Qour spiritual service of
worship.O What is the spiritual agect to what you do with your body? How isit an act of
worshipping God to make right physical choices?

(2) The Greek word, M etamorphoo,Qis translatedag GransformedO The English
trangliteration, Qnetamorphosis,Ois the word which describesa caterpillar becoming a
butterfly or a tadpole becoming atoad What dramatic changes from slow walking to flying
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and from underwater to air-breathing! Do you consider change asthe normal Christian mode
of life? God does What changesdoesGod desrein the sacrifice of your body?

(2) Choose to remember the vivid truth God givesyou in Romans 12.2 in characterizing our
sanctification capablitiesasmetamorphosis. View the goal of change in putting off sin and
putting on righteousnessin physical matters asthe bold level of transformation. With that
mindset, where will you begin? What steps will you take in order to put off sin and put on
righteousness?
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STRENGTH AND LOVE
1 CORINTHIANS 16.13-14

13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
14 Let all that you do be done in love.

(13) Pau wrote these words in the midst of centuries of the Roman EmpireOslomination of
the Medterranean world. Roman warriorswere part of the culture. They were heroes
powerful men, brave, well equipped, and succesful in subduing foreign challenges

(13) How can Christians Quct like menQin that sense? Who are the enemiesof God, the
Word, and the Gospel? What brothers and sisters are strong, fearless, and bold in standing
against opposition?

(13) Inwhat circumstancesshould you, in the manner of awarrior, act like a man and be
strong? What are your biggest fears at these moments of conflict?

(13) What words must be spoken, what action taken at such watershed moments?

(13) How have you donein honoring God in these opportunitiesin the pag?

(14) Adgainst thisstriking imageis set abalancing truth. Christians are to do all things from
a motive of agape love. Thisisthelove God demonstratedin sending HisSon. Thisislove
that doesnot seek its own and beas all things. It isthelove of Christ.
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(14) If forceful, unrelenting soldiersare known for love, how isit expressed? What other
underlying motivesare typical for men of war?

(14) What words, thoughts, and actions are necessary for Christiansif they are to balance
the underlying objective of Christ-like love with standing firm in the faith against opposition
asasuccesful army member engaged in a fight to the deah?

(14) When have you defended the faith for reasons other than love for God, fellow believers,
and your enemies? What were you trying to accomplish? How did you go about it?

(14) How will you pursueliving out effectively defending the faith asa bold warrior with the
underlying purpose of GodOsind of love?
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COMFORTING OTHERS
2 CORINTHIANS 1.3-4

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
God of all comfort,
4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to comfort those who are

in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

(3-4) What are three examplesof how God comforteda believer who was afflicted?

(3-4) List three New Testament versesthat bes de<ribe how God extends mercy and gives
comfort to Christians facing adversity.

(3) When have you received mercy or comfort from God? What were the circumstances?
How did He extend mercy or comfort you?

(4) What afflictions do you face now? God comfortsin Qull our affliction.O In what forms
is GodOxomfort availade to you?

(4) Inour society it is often said that the only person qualifiedto counsel or comfort
someone is another person who hasbeen through the same circumstances Not so!
According to this verse, having received comfort and mercy qualifiesa Christian to comfort
othersin any affliction. It issignificant that God placesmore weight on the source of the
solution rather than having livedin the same problem. What doesthis say about God? How
powerful are the most diffi cult circumstancesabeliever can face?



(4) What truths and hope from GodOsWord )other than the three listed previously) could
you usein comforting believers amidst affliction?

(4) What must you do to effectively communicate the comforting truth of GodOdNord to
afflicted ones?

(4) Arethere any peoplewho cannot be comfortedby God, His Word, and His children? If
so, who are they and why can they not be comforted?

(4) What can a Christian do to express|love and comfort brothers and sisters who are facing
adversity?
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