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REPENTANCE 

2 CORI NTHI ANS 7.9-11 

7 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to 

the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, in 

order that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 

10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without 

regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

11 For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: 

what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, 

what avenging of wrong!  In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent 

in the matter. 

 
(9-11)  What are the results of sorrow over sin that is according to the will of God? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(10-11)  What thoughts and words might accompany repentance without regret? Of what 

would godly sorrow consist? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(10)  What is the result of sorrow over sin that is of the world?  What forms can this take in 

real lives? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(11)  In the process of godly sorrow and repentance, what earnestness is required?  What is 

feared? What is longed for?  What is pursued with zeal? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
Sorrow according to the will of God in relation to sin recognizes all sin as against the Holy 

God.  David exemplified this in Psalm 51.2-4: “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And 

cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.  

Against Thee, Thee only, I have sinned, And done what is evil in Thy sight…”  He sought and 

received forgiveness. 
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Sorrow over sin according to the world is sorrow due to the consequences of sin, or not living 

up to one’s own expectations, or sorrow over the shame of getting caught.  Judas illustrates 

this:  Matthew 27.3-5 “Then when Judas…saw that He has been condemned, he felt 

remorse…‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood’…and he went away and hanged 

himself.”  He did not repent, nor did he seek or receive forgiveness. 

 
When you have been caught in major or recent sins, how did you respond?  Think about this 

carefully.  What did you say to God? What did you do? What did you say to others? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Choose today to view sin rightly and to respond rightly:  godly sorrow and repentance.  

Record your prayers her.  Include fear, longing, and zeal in changing your will. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Give thanks for the certainty of God’s forgiveness in response to godly sorrow. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How will you pursue repentance without regret (gladly turning from your sin and never 

coming back)? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________
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W ORK OUT YOUR SALVATI ON 

PHI LI PPI ANS 2.12-14 

 

12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 

now much more in my absence, work our your salvation with fear and trembling; 

13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing. 

 
(12)  What is the significance of the Philippians obeying God whether Paul was there or not?  

What does that say about their motivation and their respect for God? 
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(12)  “Work out your salvation” does not mean that by doing good deeds one can earn 

salvation (Ephesians 2.8-9).  Nor does it mean a person can lose their salvation by inaction 

(John 10.27).  What is being said is that you are to expend energy, literally “do work,” in 

honoring God in your new life (James 2).  The idea is to labor with much effort to work out 

the details as to how to honor Jesus as Lord in each facet of your life.  How do these truths 

apply to you? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What could you do beginning today to work out an issue of your life to better honor Jesus 

Christ?  What sin will you seek to overcome?  What energy will you expend to change and 

grow? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(12-13)  A Christian does not fear God because he or she is uncertain about his or her eternal 

destiny (1 Peter 1.3-5).  But in what sense does a believer come before the God of the 

universe with fear and trembling as he or she seeks to work out the details of how to properly 

serve the Lord? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose today to live with fear, respect, and honor for the Lord.  Communicate your heart to 

Him in prayer now. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(14)  Why would a heart of obedience plus a desire to work out one’s salvation plus regarding 

God with utmost honor result in doing all things without grumbling or disputing?  When do 
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you grumble and dispute?  Commit yourself to a mindset of replacing complaining with a 

right view or serving the living God. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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W ORK 

COL OSSI ANS 3.23-24 

 

23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 

24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.  It is the 

Lord Christ whom you serve. 

 
(23)  “Whatever you do” encompasses employment, homemaking, school, work at home, 

ministry, and projects. 

 
(23) “Heartily” literally means “from the soul.” 

 
(23)  When you work for the benefit or response of men, who are they?  What do you seek 

from them? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What results do you seek when your primary purpose in work is to please or benefit yourself? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(23)  If your labor was solely motivated by a desire to glorify the Lord, what would be your 

energy level?  Your thoughts about work?  Your attitude toward it?  Your standards of 

integrity? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
(24)  How does your inheritance in heaven relate to your job today? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(24)  To labor now with the view that it is the Lord Jesus Christ whom you serve in your 

work, what changes must be made? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To work with the motive of serving Christ, what place will work have in your life?  What will 

be the limit of hours of work?  How will you regard your boss and co-workers?  How will you 

be different than your co-workers? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Will you submit your will to God in the area of work?  If so, pray now, communicating your 

heart-level decision to honor God as God in your work. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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 THE BALANCE OF L OVE AND STRENGTH 

1 THESSAL ONI ANS 2.7-12 

 

7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her 

own children. 

8 Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not only 

the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us. 

9 For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day so as 

not to be a burden to any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. 

10 You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we 

behaved toward you believers; 

11 just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of 

you as a father would his own children, 

12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own 

kingdom and glory. 

 
(7-8)  What ideas are communicated by Paul when he speaks of the gentleness of a nursing 

mother tenderly caring for her baby? 
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________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(7-8)  Paul claims fond affection for souls he regarded as dear motivated him and his friends 

as they served in Thessalonica.  The results were that they communicated the Gospel and 

risked their lives.   

 
(9)  Paul and his companions worked night and day, earning money to be self-sufficient 

during their ministry to the Thessalonians.  They did this along with preaching, teaching, and 

personal interaction with the people of the city.  What different types of strength would be 

required for this way of life? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(10)  Why would it be important for these missionaries to be devout, upright, and blameless?  

What temptations might exist on a trip far from home where the message of the Gospel was 

violently opposed by many unbelievers? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(11-12)  Paul exhorted, encouraged, and implored each one to walk in a manner worthy of 

God.  He did so as a father would with his own children.  To do this well, how is love required?  

What types of strength would be needed? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(8-9)  What are the manifestations of Christ-like love toward those you serve?  What could 

you change to better live according to 1 Thessalonians 2.7-8? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(11-12)  When, in your life, does honoring God require exhorting, encouraging, and imploring 

someone to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord?  Is the larger temptation to be too timid 

or to say what is true in a cold, harsh way? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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What must you do to become a person who serves others with the balance of love and 

strength described in 1 Thessalonians 2.7-12?  What specific thoughts, actions, and words 

must be included?  Be thorough in developing a complete plan. 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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M ONEY 

1 TIM OTHY 6.6-10 

 

6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment. 

7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 

either. 

8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 

9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and 

harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have 

wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. 

 

What things are gained by a godly person? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(7-8)  What would a person content with food and covering think and do? What words and 

actions (priorities, schedules, spending, saving, giving, time management decisions) say “yes, 

I am content with food and covering” and which say “no”? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(9-10)  Do you want to get rich?  What do you do to try to cause that to occur? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


