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Big Mellow Church 

 
A parody of “Big Yellow Taxi,” originally recorded by Joni Mitchell 

 
They built a new church and put in a parking lot  
With a wishing well, some antiques and a singing robot  
 
Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone  
They built a new church and put in a parking lot 
 
They took all the pastors and put ‘em in a counseling center  
And they charged the church members by the hour just to enter  
 
Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone  
They built a new church and put in a parking lot 
 
Hey preacher, preacher, put away that Bible book now  
It scares off the new people who’ve come just to be put at ease (appease!)  
 
Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone  
They built a new church and put in a parking lot  
 
Last Sunday night I heard the preacher man  
Say a big mellow church called and moving up is his plan  
 
Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone  
They built a new church and put in a parking lot 
 
Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone  
They built a new church and put in a parking lot 
 
They built a new church and put in a parking lot (2x) 
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Words: Gerry Andersen 

 
 
Lead Vocal: Connie Arriola 
Vocals: Sally Bentley, Mark Clason 
 
Keyboard: Erin Barnes, Cheryl Kirkendall 
Percussion: Todd Piatt 
Drums: Tom Barnes 
Bass guitar: Robert Agno 
Electric guitar: Ray Sauter 
Acoustic guitar: Tom Arriola 
Piano: Sharyn Balogh 
 
Recording: Steve Unander 
Mixing: Tom Arriola 


