Valley Bible Church - Sermon Transcript

The Arrest of Christ
18:6-11
Part Two

We have now moved onin our examinaion of the Gospd of John, from the
uppe room discourse and the high priestly prayer of Christ, to John®
accountof His arrest. This accountis recorded for usin John 18:1-11.

And what did John choo to emphasize in his account of Christ@ arrest?
Johnchoss, in his account to emphasize Christ@ mastery over everyoneand
everything that was involved. In fact, one bible commentator, as | shared
with you last week, entitled it OWho arrested whom?0O

So what did Johnwant to communicate in His accountof Christ@ arrest? He
wanted to communicate Christ@ supremacy. This is what John wanted to
communicate and in the process of communicating Christ@ supremacy, John
highlighted for us certain features of Christ@ majesty. So how many features
did he highlight?

The Aposle John, in pointing out Christ@ supremacy in his account of
Christ@ arrest, highlighted four different features of His majesty (John 18:1-
11). This moming we will continue our examination of those features. So
wha was thefirst?

Christ@ courage was the first feature John highlighted (John 18:1-5). And

where was this? We found this particular feature highlighted in John 18:1-5.

So let me read these verses for you and this is wha they say. ONhen Jesus

had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples over the

ravine of the Kidron, where there was a garden, in which He entered

with His disciples. (2) Now Judas also, who was betraying Him, knew

the place, for Jesus had often met there with His disciples. (3) Judas
then, having received the Roman cohort and officers from the chief

priests and the Pharisees, came there with lanterns and torches and

weapons. (4) So Jesus, knowing all things that were coming upon Him,

went forth and said to them, @/hom do you seek?O(5) They answer ed

Him, Qesus the Nazarene.OHe said to them, @ am He.OAnd Judas also,

who was betraying Him, was standing with them.O So how was JesusO
courage highlighted in these verses?
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Jesus knew tha if He went to the Garden of Gethsemane tha night He
would be arrested, but He went anyway. And why did He do this? He did it
in order to fulfill righteousmess, because He knew tha His arrest was all a
pat of His Father® eternd redemptive plan. He therefore willingly and
courageoudy submitted Himself to tha plan, both by going to the garden
and then by going forth from the garden in order to confrontthose who came
to arrest Him. Was Christ courageous? Absolutely! Praise God!

And may we as the disciples of Christ manifest this same kind of courage as
we seek to follow in His footsteps and to fulfill His will. Following Christ
and seeking to live alife pleasing to Christ is notfor wimps.

This morning we will condder the three remaining features of Christ@
majesty that John highlighted for usin his accountof Christ@3 arrest.

Agan my hopefor us as we condder these next three features is not only
tha we might find ourselves falling more and more in love with Christ, but
tha we, by the grace of God, might be persondly chdlenged to manifest
these same qudities. So wha was the first feature tha John highlighted in
order to portray Christ@ majesty? His Courage So what is the second
feature?

Christ@ power was the second feature John highlighted (John 18:6). Is this
an important qudity for Christ to have manifested?Isit a qudity that we can
take comfort in? Of coursel

We are presently in the mids of a presidential election. Thos who are
competing for the nomnation and ultimately for the presidency are as usud
making some extraordinary promises. But the question tha begs to be
answered is this: Do they have the wherewithd or the power to ddiver on
their promises? | don® know how you might answer tha question but |
know how | would answer that question. And | would say that they have no
power to ddiver on thar promises. This is not to say tha the promises that
they have made might not work out, but if they do work out it will have
nothing to do with the power that resides within them. They are jugt as weak
and frail and flawed as we are. But this is not true of Christ. He does, in
fact, possess power and is able to ddiver on His promises. And we will see
tha power this morning.
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Let usonce again go back to our text and see if this is not so, but before we
look at ver se 6 let usreview for amoment John 18:5.

So wha hgppened in John 18:5? Thisis wha hgppened. Jesus after having
goneto the garden and after having gone forth from the garden to confront
those who had been sent to arrest Him, said to them, in John 18:5, OWtom
do you seek?OThey answered Him, Oksus the Nazarene.OHe said to
them, Olam He.OTha last phrase Olam HeQis very significant especially
in light of wha we are going to examine in John 18:6. So wha was so
significant about the words Q am HeOthat Jesus used in order to identify
Himself?

Grammatically in the Greek, the (HeOis not present in John 18:5 and
therefore wha Jesus literally said in response to their question was Q am,0
which was a common designdion for God. Tha is why the phrase was so
significant. And if there is any doubtabout the implication of this phrase, let
usnow begin to examine John 18:6.

And what does it say? O® when He said to them, @ am He,Othey drew
back and fell to the ground.O

So wha hgppened here? Some people would say tha someone or perhaps
several of those who had come to arrest Christ stumbled and everyone else
logt ther baance and fell over. This does not seem to be the point that John
was making by hisinduson of this particular inddent within this text.

John is not trying to portray the clumsiness or stupidity of those who had
come to arrest Christ when he tells us tha those who had come to arrest
Christ Odew back and fell to the ground.ONo, this was not wha he was
attempting to do. Rather he was attempting to highlight the power of Christ.

The reason why those who came to arrest Christ in John 18:6 fell down was
because Christ, as an expression of His power as the great O AM,Owanted
them to fall down.

And why would this so important? He wanted His disciples to know tha He
was not a victim, but a victor fully in control of everything tha was taking
place and would, in fact, be able to ddiver on His promises to them both in
this life and thelife to come.
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And this is something that | want for usto undestand this morning. We are
in the midg of a presidential election and the candidaes are going to make
some extraordinary promises, but let us know this: they have no power
within themselves to ddiver on those requests, but Christ does. And there
will not be one promise that He has made to us tha will not, in fact, be
fulfilled. Hallelujah!

So what have we seen so far in our text in terms of those features tha John
has chosen to highlight as He presents to us the mgesty of Christ? First of
al, hehighlighted His courage; and secondy, he highlighted His power. So,
wha is thethird feature that Johnchose to highlight?

Christ®@ love was the third feature tha John cho< to highlight (John 18:7-
10). Is this an important qudity? Is it a quality that needsto be highlighted?
Of courseitis.

Knowing tha we are loved is not only an important thing; it is a necessary
thing! It iswha makes usfeel connected; otherwise we will feel isolated and
alone So who should we lookto in order to supply usthislove?

If it is your husband, wife, parent, child, friend or neghbor, | know what
will hgppen. You will at varioustimes be disappointed. It is inevitable. But
there is someonewho we can look to for this love and tha is Christ. Let us
now look at John 18:7-11 and see if thisis not so.

Let us begin with verse seven. So what does it say? OTherefore He again
asked them, @Vhom do you seek?@

What an interesting scene. Even as those who had been knodked to the
ground by the power of Christ were getting back up to ther feet, Jesus
repeats the same question tha He had just asked, OWhom do you seek?0

At this point you might think tha they would, in fact, be fearful to answer
the question in the very same way they had answered the question before.
But thisis notso. Let usgo back to John 18:7, butthis time we will read the
entire verse. And what does it say? OTherefore He again asked them,
@AVvhom do you seek?OANd they said, Qesus the Nazarene.® So rather
then adjugting ther answer, in light of Christ@ earlier demondration of
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power, they proceeded forward as if nothing at all had just happened. So
what dowe learn from this?

Just because someone might have a persond encounter with the power of
Christ does not mean tha they will necessarily respondto the encountr in a
posgtive way (John18:7). Thisis something tha we mus undestand: faithis
agift of God; it is notthe produd of an irrefutable argument or an incredible
display of miraculouspower, and certainly tha was the case here.

These men had earlier, upon responding the first time to Christ@ question,
Odew back and fell down,Obut their persond experience had not caused
ther own hearts to recedefromther evil intention and purpo<.

But the resolute evil intention and purpose of these men is not the only thing
on display for usin John 18:7. We aso see Christ® love for His disciples
also on display. So how did John put Christ@ love for His disciples on
display in John 17:77?

In order for usto answer this question we will now need to read John 18:8.
OJsus answered, @ told you that | am He; so if you seek Me, let these go
their way.@So now do you understand why | said that Christ@ repetition of
the question Qvho do you seekOwas an expression of love?

Jesus protected His disciples from arrest by making His captors repeat the
ingructionstha they had been given by those in authority over them (John
18:8). And why would Christ do this? Let us keep reading our text.

Let us go back and read John 18:8 but this time we will add verse 9. So
wha does it say? This is what it says, OJesus answered, @ told you that |
am He; so if you seek Me, let these go their way,(JAnd why was this? Let
us now read verse 9] to fulfill the word which He spoke, @f those whom
You havegiven Me| log not one.®

JesusOthwarting the possible arrest of His disciples outside the garden of
Gethsemane was seen by the Aposle John as a fulfillment of Christ@ word
in John 17:12 that He had log none(John 18:9). So how would protecting
His disciples from arrest keep His disciples from becoming log?
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If Christ@ disciples had been arrested they, appaently from the standpoint
of Christ as well as the Aposgle John, would have been plunged into a
spiritud test tha was at this time altogether beyond ther strength exposng
them not only to phydcal but spiritud destruction. This is how Christ, by
protecting His disciples from arrest, would keep His disciples from
becoming lost.

Christ loves His sheep, all of His sheep, withou exception. And He will
protect every sheep completely, thoroughy, and eterndly from becoming
logt or from spiritud destruction. And He will do this by keeping them from
any situaion or circumstances tha might destroy thar faith.

But even thoughChrist loves His sheep, all of His sheep without exception
and will protect His shegp completely, thoroughly, and eterndly, this does
not mean tha we as sheep aways make it easy for Christ to extend His
protective care to us

Let us now read John 18:10. And wha does it say? ~C\)$mon Peter then,
having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest@ slave, and cut off
hisright ear; and the slave@ name was M alchus.O

L uke 22:38 tells ustha there were two swordsin the handsof the disciples.
And it shoud not be surprising to us that Peter carried one of those two
swords and here in verse 10 we see him wielding it. Obvioudy, in light of
what we just read, we can all see how Peter@ access to a sword became
problematic.

ThoughChrist was willing to vol~untarilv submit Himself to His captors, His
disciples, especially after Christ@ demondration of power, were not nearly
so willing (Luke 22:49).

Luke 22:49 makes it very to us that Christ@ disciples, seeing what was
coming, asked Jesus whether to strike with the sword. But before Christ
mo4g likely could even answer, Peter had already drawn his sword and had
cut off the ear of the high-priest@ slave.

This was al donein an ingant. It is easy to imagine wha a calamity this
blow might have paticipated. All tha Christ had donein protecting His
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disciples at tha ingant could have been undone But this was not the end of
thestory.

Jug as quickly as Peter had removed the ear of the high priest@ slave, Jesus
replaced it (Luke 22:51). This particular accountis not recorded for us here
in John 18:10 butit isrecorded for usin Luke 22:51. Let me read this verse
for you. OBut Jesus answered and said, Gtop! No more of this.OAnd He
touched His ear and healed Him.OSo how do you visudize the words that
we have jug read? Thisis how | visudizeit.

| do not bdieve Jesus reached down and picked up the ear tha according to
John 18:10 had been cut off, rather | bdieve tha He simply put His hand on
the stump that had been left on the right side of the slave® head and created
for him anew ear.

Knowing tha we are loved is not only an important thing; it is a necessary
thing! And who is the only person who can supply us tha love withou
wavering both now and forever? Christ and Christ alone Will He do this
even in when mess up? Yes! Absolutely! He will continueto love and He
will continueprotect usif we, in fact, are true disciples of Christ.

So, wha have we seen so far in our text in terms of those features that John
has chosen to highlight as He presents to us the magjesty of Christ? First of
al, hehighlighted His courage, and secondy, he has highlighted His power,
and thirdly, he highlighted Hislove. So wha is the fourth feature that John
cho= to highlight?

So wha do you think? Would such an action on Christ@ pat put down this
very short-lived insurrection? Absolutely! In fact, | bdieve tha if He had
wanted to, after this last expression of power, could mog likely have simply
walked away. But this was neither His plan nor His Father@.

Christ@ obadience was the fourth feature that John chose to highlight (John
18:11). Let me read for you John 18:11. O® Jesus said to Peter, ®ut the
sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall |
not drink it?@®

Christ, in effect, told Peter, Ohis is wha My Father has planned. Don®fight
agang itO(John18:11).
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| am certain tha this is something we are often times guilty of as well. So
many times | know that | get outin front of the Lord thinking that | know
best. And how can we know when we are crossing the line? We can know
when we are crossing the line when we begin to manifest attitudes and
actionstha are unbecoming of adisciples of Christ.

Notice the word Gup.O The idea of the cup, in the Old Testament, is
assodated with judgment (Jeremiah 25:15). So, wha does this have to do
with Christ?

When Jesus told Peter that He had to drink His Father@ cup, He was saying
He had to drink the cup of God® wrath agang sin. And why was this? It
was all according to God® eternd redemptive plan. If Christ was unwilling
to drink this cup then He would have failed in His redemptive mission and
we would still bedead in oursin.

Jesus willingly drank the cup. And He drank it to the bottom. He died our
death in obedience to His Father even though it meant tha His Father would
turn His back on Him. He died our death even thoughit meant tha His
disciples would turn His back on Him. He died our death even though it
meant that the Gentiles would mock Him and scourge Him, and tha His
own people, the Jews, would cry out, GCrucify Him!OHe still was willing to
drink the cup tha His Father had given Him.

Never has there been a greater expression of obedience than when Christ, in
obalience to His Father@ will, drank from the cup tha He gave Him, the
cup of Hiswrath agang sin.

In this passage, as the Aposgle John emphasized the complete mastery that
Christ had of everyoneand everything involved in His arrest, He highlighted
four different features of Christ@ person.

He highlighted His courage in John 18:1-5. He highlighted His power in
John 18:6. He highlighted His love in John 18:7-10. And he highlighted
His obealiencein John 18:11.

So how are we going to respondin light of al these things that we have
congdered this morning conaerning the person of Christ? Hopdully we will
not be like those who came to arrest Christ, who remained unnoved and
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unchanged, but rather may we find ourselves beng molded and shgped
throughHis word into the people tha God would have usto be

May we by the grace of God, in viewing the courage, power, love and
obdalience of Christ, find ourselves being molded and shaped into His image.
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