Valley Bible Church - Sermon Transcript

JesusOTrial and Peter @ Denials
John 18:12-27
Part One

We are once agan returning to our study of the Gogpd of John. But this
moming we will not be focusng on the uppe room discourse, the high
priestly prayer of Christ, nor His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane All
these events are now behind us Rather this moming we will begin to focus
our attention on Jesustrial and Peter@ Denials.

These two dramas, thetrial of Christ and the denials of Peter, are interwoven
for us throughout John 18:12-27. So let me read these verses for you. O®
the Roman cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews,
arrested Jesus and bound Him, (13) and led Him to Annasfirst; for he
was father -in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year. (14) Now
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient
for one man to die on behalf of the people. (15 Simon Peter was
following Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now that disciple was
known to the high priest, and entered with Jesus into the court of the
high priest, (16) but Peter was standing at the door outside. So the other
disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the
doorkeeper, and brought Peter in. (17) Then the slave-girl who kept the
door said to Peter, &You are not also one of this man@ disciples, are
you?OHe said, @ am not.0(18) Now the slaves and the officers were
standing there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they
wer e warming themselves;, and Peter was also with them, standing and
warming himself. (19) The high priest then questioned Jesus about His
disciples, and about His teaching. (20) Jesus answered him, @ have
spoken openly to the world; | always taught in synagogues and in the
temple, where all the Jews come together; and | spoke nothing in secret.
(21) Why do you question Me? Question those who have heard what |
spoke to them; they know what | said.((22) When He had said this, one
of the officers standing nearby struck Jesus, saying, @s that the way
You answer the high priest?@(23) Jesus answered him, @f | have spoken
wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike Me?Q(24)
So Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphasthe high priest. (25) Now Simon
Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, &ou are
not also one of His disciples, are you?CHe denied it, and said, ® am not.O
(26) One of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one
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whose ear Peter cut off, said, @id | not see you in the garden with
Him?0 (27) Peter then denied it again, and immediately a rooger
crowed.OSo wha were thetwo dramas interwoven within these verses? The
two dramas interwoven within these verses are thetrial of Christ and Peter®
denials.

Now these two dramas could have been separated and treated distinctly but
they weren®. The Apostle John, unde the guiding hand of the Holy Spirit,
intermingled these two dramas but why?

John® intermingling of Christ@ trial with Peter® denials allowed the
holiness of Christ to stand out agang the backdrop of man@ sinfulness.

Is this important? Absolutely! When Christ@® holiness is displayed aganst
the backdrop of our sin, it should cause usto better appreciate the power of
the cross of Christ to save and in doing so lead us to love Him more fully,
more completely and more thorougHy. Is this a goad thing? Of course it is!
Will this make a postive difference in our lives? Of course it will! And this
is my hopefor this message

So where will we begin our examination of these interwoven dramas? We
will begin with JesusCtrial: Act 1 (John 18:12-14). Jesusin John 18:1, after
giving the uppe room discourse and completing His high priestly prayer,
had purmposly precipitated His arrest by going to the Garden of Gethsemane
with His disciples. The details of tha arrest were of course spdled outfor us
in John 18:1-11 where we saw the courage of Christ in verses 1-5, the
power of Christ in verse 6, the love of Christ in verses 7-10, and the
obalience of Christ in verse 11. We now come to the conduson of this
scenein verse 12 asthearrest of Christ isfindized, and wha does this verse
say? It says this: O® the Roman cohort and the commander and the
officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus and bound Him.O

This is an interesting multitude tha had come to arrest Jesus Among them
were Gentiles and Jews, religious and nonmligious, soldiers and servants,
priests and Pharisees and even a traitor. In other words this large multitude
of individuds that came to arrest Christ was quite a disparate group. But
even thoughthis may have been true there was onething that they shared in
common. They were all spiritudly blind and unéble to see tha the one
whomthey were now binding was in fact the only begotten Son of God.

Valley Bible Church

3347 Weg Averue J

Lancader, California 93536
www.valleybible.net



But now let me ask you a question. Why would this spiritudly blind
multitude of nearly a thousnd men have taken the time to bind Jesus? He
certainly was not resisting, so wha would have been the pumpos of it? We
could possibly explain it by simply saying that they were following protocol
but this explanaion does not do judice in regard to this paticular action.
The primary reason why Jesus was boundwas to fulfill prophecy (Psalms
11827).

On the night of the Passover, jug prior to leaving for the Garden of
Gethsemane, Matthew 26:30 tells us tha the disciples sang a hymn or the
Hallel. This would have induded Psalms 118 So why would this particular
Psalm have been significant?

Psalm 118 was a Messianic Psalm and spoke of the Messiah propheically
being uponthe horns of the altar or when He as our sin offering would be
naled to His cross, but before He was placed on the homs of the altar or
before He was naled to His cross wha does Psalm 118:27 tell us? It tellsus
tha He would bebound.

So why was Christ boundin John 18:12? Christ was not simply bound
because of protocol, but most importantly Christ was bound in order to
fulfill prophecy or more specifically in order to fulfill wha had been
pictured in Psalms 118:27, the very passage tha Christ and His disciples
had sung prior to leaving the upper room and going to the Garden of
Gethszmane

So wha happened next? Jesus, after being bound,was led away to Annss,
the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was the high priest tha year (John
18:13). Isn®@this exactly what John 18:13 tells us?

So why was He taken to Annas? Christ® captors took Him to Annas because
of thelegd and political realities tha were opeaating at tha particular time.

Let us first of all, condder thelegd readlities. In order to put Jesusto death,
which was the desire of the Jewish authorities, it would require two separate
trials: a religioustrial and a civil trial. In other words, though the Jewish
authorities unde Jewish Law could decide tha Christ should die in the
course of areligioustrial, they unde Roman law could not put Him to death.
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Only Rome could put Him to death and could only put Him to death after a
civil trial. These were thelegd redlities.

So why was Christ broughtto Annas? First of all, Christ was brought to
Annas in orde to initiate the religious trial of Christ, which was the
necessary precursor to thecivil trial.

Thereligioustrial in respect to Christ had three pats. Thefirst part was the
preliminay hearing conduded by Annas here in John 18:12 immediately
after the arrest. The second part was an illegd meeting with Caiaphas and
the Sanhedrin conduded in the middle of the night, alluded to in John 18:24
and expandal on in Luke 22:63-65, and findly the third pat of this
religioustrial was a subsequent meeting with Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin in
the early morning tha was convened in an attempt to cover up theillegdity
of the earlier night meetings not aluded to here in John 18 but spdled out
in great detail in Luke 22:66-71.

So why did Jesus captors take Christ to Annas first? They took Christ to
Anngs first in order to initiate the religious trial of Christ, which was a
necessary first step in securing the execution of Christ based on the legd
realities of tha paticular time. But even thoughthis is true it still does not
really explain why they picked Annas to condud this preliminary hearing in
order to initiate this religioustrial of Christ, especialy in light of the fact
tha according in John 18:12 it was not Annas but Caiaphas tha was the
high priest tha year. So how do we explain this?

Though Caiaphas was technically the high priest from the standpont of
Rome, Annas, it would appear, was the legitimate high priest from the
standpont of Jewish Law (John 18:19). Thisis why, | bdieve, tha we find
the Aposgle John in John 18:19 actudly referring to Annas as the high
priest.

So how did this hgppen? Annas was the high priest of Israel from 6 A.D. to
15 A.D. during the childhoodyears of Jesus and very well may have been in
the line of Aaron. But in 15 A.D. Valerius Gratus, Pilate@ predecessor,
deposxd Him. But even though Rome had deposed him, it may not have
changeal theway hewas viewed by the Jewish people, since unde theLaw a
Jewish high priest was to hold tha position for life. So even though
technically Caiaphas was the high priest from the standpoint of Rome, which
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explains why Johnrefers to Him as the high-priest tha year in John 18:12,
it would appear tha Annas, from the standpoint of many Jews, was truly in
fact the legitimate high priest, which explains why John refers to him as
such in John 18:19.

So who was more powerful ? This question bringsus to the political realities
of this particular time period. ThoughAnnas had been technically deposed
by Rome from the office of high priest, he was far more powerful than

Caiaphss.

In fact, Annas was so powerful tha when he was removed from office,
seven of his successors were relatives. Five were sons one was his
grandon, and Caiaphas was his son-in-law. So thoughhe may not have been
the high priest officialy, he was running the show. And this is clear when
those who had arrested and boundJesus broughtHim to Annas first.

So here was Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, standing bound before
Anngs very late at night preparing to be interrogaed by Him. So wha kind
of reception would Jesus have before this very important Jewish power
broke? Could He expect this person to treat Him with any postive
congderation? And you probably know the answer to this question.

Among all the Jewish authorities, there was no authority more influential
than Annas in coniring to bring Jesus to trial and ultimately to His death.
And why would this be? Jesus was a threat to Annas. But how was He a
threat?

Let me ask you this question. How did Annas succeed in securing the office
of high priest for his cronies after he had been deposd? He bough the
office of high priest for his cronies with the monies tha he earned from the
temple concessions Thisis how hedid it.

When Annas was removed from the office of high priest in 15 A.D., hetook
control of the concessionsin the temple and became immensely rich and
conequently could and did in fact buy the office of high priest for his family
members with bribes to Roman officials who were corrupt people in a
corrupt system.
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In other words, the money change's and those providing animals deemed
suitable for sacrifice in thetemple area at exorbitant rates and prices all were
obligated to give a certain percentage of the proceeds to guess who? Annésl!
In fact, the entire temple area became known as Orhe Bazaar of Annas.O

It should therefore not be surprising to usto discover tha Annas had become
despised. The Jewish Talmud in commenting on Annas said the following:
OWoeto the house of Annas Woe to the serpent@ hiss! They are High
Priests; their sons are keepers of the treasury; their sons-in-law are
guardians of the Temple; and their servants beat the people with
staves.O

Anngs, and the house of Annas, had ascended to the heights of wealth and
power and luxury at the expense of God® chosen people, but in spite of all
this hewas feeling threatened by someone Andwhomdid hefeel threatened
by? Christ!

There was not greater threat to Annas and to the hous of Annas and to his
wealth and therefore to his power than Christ (Matthew 21:12-13, John2:13
17). Twice Christ during the course of His earthly ministry had cleansed the
temple, once at the beginning of His ministry in John 2:13-17 and then
agan at theend of His ministry in Matthew 21:12-13. Was Christ athreat to
Annas and to his hous? Absolutely!

So should Christ expect any postive consideration from Annas, this vile,
corrupt, and despised individud, as He stood bound before Him in this
preliminary phase of His trial? Absolutely not

Even before Christ had been arrested and broughtto Annas for interrogaion,
Caaphas dready had made it very clear, with the suppot of Annss, tha
Christ needed to die (John18:14).

Let me now read for you John 18:14 and see if thisis notso. And wha does
it say in commenting on Caiaphas the sorrin-law of Annas? ONow
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was expedient
for one man to die on behalf of the people.O

So, when had Caiaphas spoken these words? Caiaphas had spoken these
wordsin John 11:49-50 shortly after Jesus had raised Lazarusfrom the dead
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and jug prior to the triumphd entry of Christ. In this paticular passage
certain members of the Sanhedrin had begun to despair, in light of the
miracles of Christ, tha the whole naion would shortly be following after
Jesus and tha as a result of this the Romans would come and take away both
thar temple and thar naion.

In respong to this hand wringing in John 11:49, Caiaphas told these Jewish
leaders, and | am sure with the suppot of Annas, tha Jesus needed to die in
order to save themselves and thar naion from Roman reprisals.

The Apodle John in John 11:51 makes it very clear to us tha when
Caiaphas spokethese words tha he unknowingly but prophetically spoke of
Christ® redemptive mission when He would give His life up on the cross of
Calvary to satisfy the debt owed to His Father because of sin.

So let me once agan ask you, did Christ, the only begotten Son of God,
expect to ge& any congderation from Annas, this vile, corrupt and despised
individud, after He was bourd and brought to him immediately after His
arrest? He did not expect any consderation nor did He desire it.

Jesus knew why He had been arrested and why He had been boundand why
He had been brought to such a despicable man as Annas, the father-in-law of
Caiaphas, but there He stood, the light of this world, glorioudy outlined
agang the backdrop of a very evil and wicked man, the very agent of Satan
himself.

May God give usthe grace to see clearly both the perfections of Christ and
the impeafections of man so tha we might better appreciate the true power
of the cross of Christ to save.
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