Valley Bible Church BSermon Transcript

Jesus Trial and Peter @ Denials
John 18:12-27
Part Two

People putting themselves in a postion to sin is a grievousthing, but it is
paticularly grievous when genuine and true bom-agan disciples of Christ
putthemselvesin apostionto sin and to sin repeatedly.

Is this something that we need to be careful of? Absolutely, and if there was
ever aquestion aboutthis all we have to doisto look at Peter and this brings
usto our text this moming.

We are presently focusng our attention in our study of the Gospd of John
on JesusOtrial and Peter@ Denials (John 18:12-27). These two dramas, the
trial of Christ and the denials of Peter, are interwoven for us throughout
these particular verses.

Last week we conddered Jesustrial: Act 1 (John18:12-14) in John 18:12-
14. This week we will consder Peter@ Denials: Act 1 (John 18:15-18). Let
me read these verses for you. (G5imon Peter was following Jesus, and so
was another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest,
and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, (16) but Peter
was standing at the door outside. So the other disciple, who was known
to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and brought
Peter in. (17) Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to Peter, &' ou
are not also one of this man@ disciples are you?OHe said, ® am not.0
(18) Now the slaves and the officers wer e standing there, having made a
charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were warming themselves; and
Peter wasalso with them, standing and warming himself.O

These verses record for us not the sin of Annas or Caiaphas, who were
enemies of Christ and who we conddered last week, but rather the sin of a
trused and faithful disciple. These verses record for usthesin of Peter. And
what specifically was Peter@ sin? The sin of denial! When push came to
shove when Peter had the oppatunity to boldly and courageoudy proclaim
his loydty to Christ, he falled. Rather than prodaiming his loydty when
given the opportunity, Peter denied Him. But these verses record more than
jugt the sin of Peter. They also record for us how Peter put himself in a
pogtionto sin and to sin repeatedly.
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This morning as we examine this text, this is where we will be focusng our
attention. And would it be important for us to do this? | bdieve this would
beimportant for usto do this because | am quite certain that there are people
here this morning, genuine and true bom-agan disciples of Christ, who are
even now, in the decisions they are making, postioning themselves to sin
and to sin repeatedly simply as an outflow of ther own foolishness.

My hopefor this message this morning would be tha the Lord would use
this message to protect us from making the same mistakes as Peter so that
we might not only avoid the pan assodated with putting ourselves in a
postion to sin but aso to enjoy the blessedness tha comes when we put
ourselvesin a postion to enjoy thefruit of righteousess.

So now let us take a closer 100k at these verses so tha we might gain an
even greater appreciation of what the Apodle John has recorded for us here
in John 18:15-18.

So how does this section of verses begin? This section of verses beginswith
these words O$mon Peter was following Jesus and so was another
disciple.O So, wha do we learn from these words? We learn from John
18:15 tha two disciples were following Jesus, onewas Peter and the other
disciple, who was unnamed, was mog likely the Apodle John

So where were the other disciples? The other disciples of Jesus had fled
(Matthew 26:56). How do we know this? Let me read for you Matthew
26:56. OThen [after His arrest] all the disciples left Him and fled.OSo why
would they have fled? They would have fled because they were afraid. But
Peter and John appaently could not bring themselves to do the same thing.
They may have been fearful but they, unlike the other disciples, chos to
stay with Jesusand to see wha was going to happen to Him.

But we need to be careful here not to get the wrong picture. Even though
John 18:15tells usthat they followed Jesuswe should not assume tha they,
Peter and John, were walking side-by-side with each other as they followed
Jesus. They weren@® Mark 15:54 tells us that Peter followed Christ Of om
afar,Obutit is clear from our present text that this was not the case with the
Aposgle John.
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So why would | say this? Let us continue to read the verse and see wha it
says. O%mon Peter was following Jesus, and so was another disciple,
Now that disciple [in other words John] was known to the high priest,
and entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest.O Therefore,
thoughPeter, according to Mark 14:54, was following Jesus from CGifar,Othe
Apodle John, according to John 18:15, entered into the court of the high
priest with Jesus. If John entered into the court of the high priest with Jesus,
he obvioudy was following Jesus much closer than Peter. So how do we
explain this boldness on the part of John?

This boldness on the pat of Johnin entering into the court of the high priest
with Jesus was appaently predicated on a previous relationship with the
high priest. We know this because the verse tells us tha Johnwas CknownO
to the high priest.

In wha way was the Apodle John known to the high priest? We could
guess, but the truth is we really have no idea. All we know is tha the high
priest knew John and appaently knew him well enoughtha his doorkeeper
was familiar with John,and so much so tha when Johnarrived at the door of
the high priest@ house with Jesus and his captors John was permitted to
enter withoutany difficulty.

But what about Peter? Wha would hgppen to him? Would hefind it as easy
as John to follow Jesus into the court of the High priest when he arrived?
Appaently not! According to John 18:16 Peter was stoppe at thedoor. Let
usnow read John 18:16 and seeif thisis not so.

OBut Peter was standing at the door outside.O Was this the choice of
Peter? No! If hehad hisway hewould have entered. He was only standing at
the door outside because he had not been permitted to enter into the court of
the high priest by the dookeeper and he would have remained there if it
were notfor the Apogle John.And how do we know this?

Let us continue to read the verse, OBut Peter was standing at the door
outside. So the other disciple [in other words, the Apodle John], who was
known to the high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper, and
brought Peter in.O Did the Apodle John have some clout with this
dootkeeper? For sure!
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John was so familiar with the doakeeper tha he not only was granted
immediate access to the court of the high priest but was also able, at a later
time, to gan access for Peter as well (John18:16).

So now let me ask you question. Was this a goodthing tha John interceded
on behdf of Peter in order for him to gain access to the court of the high
priest? Wha is theanswer to this question?It was a terrible thing!

Let us go back jugs a few hous earlier to an exchange tha Jesus had with
Peter while He and His disciples were in the upper room Let me read for
you John 13:36-38. Jesus had jus announ@d His departure to His disciples
in John 13:31-35 and Peter in responge to this announ@ment said to Him
beginning in John 13:36, O0ord, where are you going?Qlesus answer ed,
QVhere | go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.&(37)
Peter said to Him, @ ord, why can | not follow You right now? | will lay
down my life for you.((38) Jesus answer ed, QVill you lay down your life
for Me? Truly, truly, | say to you, a rooger will not crow until you deny
Methreetimes.®

So should Peter have known tha he was in imminent dange of denying
Christ? Of course he shoud have known it. Christ had not only told him, in
effect, that he would deny him before sunrise, as evidenced by His reference
to arooder crowing, Jesus even had told Peter how many times hewould, in
fact, deny Him.

Therefore in light of this warning wha should Peter have done after the
arrest of Christ in the garden? He should have fled with the other disciples
and soughta place of safety, jus as they had soughta place of safety. But he
didn@ He followed Christ right up to the door of the court of the high priest.
What a stupid, reckless, and foolish thing for him to do.

And who assisted him in gaining access? It was John! When the Apodle
John used his influence with the gatekeeper to gan access for Peter into the
court of the high priest, he was not serving Peter, he was doing Peter a
disservice (John 13:36-38).

Did John know this? Not at the moment but clearly in light of this accourt
tha we are now examining, which was in fact written by the Apodle John
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Himself, this is something tha he did in time realize. Did John fail his
friend?Yes! And nowwe will see theresults tha of failure.

So wha happened next? Let usnow read John 18:17. And wha doesit say?
It says this, OThen the slave girl who kept the door said to Peter, &ou
are not also one of this man@ disciples, are you?® Obvioudy the
dooikeeper, who we now know to be a slave girl, knew tha John was a
disciple of Christ, therefore when John came to the door to intercede for
Peter she surmised tha Peter might also be a disciple of Christ.

The doorkeeper, or in other words the slave girl, therefore said to Peter,
perhgps somewha cynically as hewent throughthe doar, OYou are not also
one of this man® disciples, are you?O So how did Peter answer this
question?

Peter answered the dookeeper® qugstion by telling her tha he was not a
disciple of Christ (John 18:17). Isn® this exactly wha he did? He said in,
John 18:17,Olam not.O

But why would he say this? Why would he answer this way? He answvered
this way because he was fearful in being identified as a disciple of Christ.
Isn@®this obvious But why would he be so fearful of this? The Aposle John
appaently wasn@®

Wha do | mean? Wasn® John a disciple of Christ and known to be a
disciple of Christ by certain people in the courtyard? Absolutely! But even
thoughhe was a disciple of Christ and was known to be a disciple of Christ
by certain people in the courtyard it didn® seem to faze him. He still boldly
entered into the courtyard of the high priest even thoughhe was known to be
adisciple of Christ.

So what was Peter@ problem? Why was he, unlike John, so fearful? There is
a simple answer to this question. Peter, unlike John, had jug a short time
earlier done wha? He, according to John 18:12, had cut off the ear of
Malchus And who was Malchus? He was the servant of the high priest,
whos courtyard he was now entering.
Could this earlier action on the pat of Peter have resulted in some very
negdive conequences for him in terms of how hemightbe treated if hewas
in fact identified as tha particular disciple? | don®know, but | bdieve tha
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Peter must have thought so and this fear | believe is wha shaped Peter@
responge to the servant girl@ question or in other words his denial.

Wow! Here was Peter, arguably Christ@ mos devoted disciple, totally
blowing it. Annas and Caiaphas certainly had sinned agang Christ and
would continueto sin agang Christ but they were His enemies. But Peter
was not His enemy. Peter was His friend and yet he has now denied Christ.
Bummer! But let us not forget how this came about He put himself in this
pogtion and in doing this he blew it big time! So in light of this horrific
failure, wha would you think Peter would do?Wha would you do?

In order to hdp you with this let me ask you another question. If you were
Peter and you had jugt denied Christ while in the doomway would you, after
tha denial, still have entered into the courtyard? | would hopenat! If you or
| could not honestly answer the question of the dookeeper who was simply
alowly servant girl, howin theworld could we have ever expected to handle
wha might be awaiting usin the courtyard of the high priest? But obvioudy
this was not Peter( style.

Rather than Peter fleeing from the courtyard of the high priest to a place of
safety after his first denial, he went over to a charcod fire and warmed
himself alonggde of the enemies of Christ (John 18:18). Let me now read
for you John 18:18. ONow the slaves and the officers were standing
there, having made a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were
warming themselves; and Peter was also with them, standing and
warming himself.O

Wha pridd What arrogance! Wha stupidity! Peter needed to flee. He
needed to flee from the present danger to a place of greater safety. But he
didn@ Wha does this story say to us? Hopéully thisiswhat it saysto us

May we not be so prideful, so arrogant, or so stupid as Peter! We are wesak,
we are frail and we need to act accordingly.

What does 1 Corinthians 10:12 tell us? OT her efore let Him who thinks he
stands take heed that he does not fall.OCan we like Peter sin? Absolutely!
Can we like Peter commit shameful acts? Absolutely! Do we really bdieve
this? If we do believe then wha mug protect ourselves. How do we do this?
By fleeing!
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Christians who truly want to protect themselves from sin will flee from
spiritud dange (2 Timothy 2:22). What did Paul tell Timothy in 2 Timothy
2:22? ORee youthful lusts.O This is wha we all have to do when we are
faced with any kind of situaion tha might lead us into any kind of
temptation, notjus lus. We mug flee from them.

We are notin this world to see how close we can get the fire, which was the
case with Peter herein this passage Thisisnothow we want to live.

In other words, if we don®want to lie let us not put ourselves in a postion
to lie. If we don@want to steal let usnot put ourselves in a postion to steal.
If we do not want to be filled with lugt let us not put ourselves in a postion
to lud. In other words, let usget as far away from thefire as possible lest we
somehow in our stupidity get bumed just like Peter got bumed.

Are we doing this? Are we fleeing from spiritud danger? Are we getting
ourselves away from the fire as far as possible? Hopdully we are! But
protecting ourselves from sin is not just about fleeing from danger or getting
as far away fromthefire as possible.

Christians, who truly want to protect themselves from sin, will pursue those
thingstha will produce a havest of righteousess (2 Timothy 2:22). So let
us once agan go back to 2 Timothy 2:22 and see wha else Paul told
Timothy. He not only told him to Cflee youthful lustsObut then what did he
say? He then went on to say, Opur sue righteousness.O

In other words, in the case of Peter it was not enoughfor him simply to flee
the courtyard. He needed thos things tha would have producd
righteousess; or in other words in this case he needed to pursue some other
place other than the court of the high priest where he might not only be
protected from further sin but where he might find the right conditions to
produce righteousmess. And where might tha have been? | am not sure
exactly where tha might have been but he certainly needed to put himself in
a beter postionthan hewas.

Are we doing this? Are we pursuing righteousess so aggressively tha we
are putiing ourselves in the very best position possible? Jug in case you
might not know how to go about answering this question, let me give you
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some hdp. If we are pursuing righteousess aggressively then the following
three thingsshould betrue of ourlives.

Christians who are aggressively pursuing righteousess will seek as best as
they can to read, study, memorize and meditate on the Scriptures (Psalms
11911). What did King David say in Psalms 119:11? OYour word | have
treasured in my heart, That | may not sin against You.OWhen we read
the Bible, study the Bible, memorize the Bible, and meditate on the Bible it
will hdp protect us from sin. Wha else would be true of those who are
aggressively pursuing righteousness?

Christians who are aggressively pursuing righteousess will seek as best as
they can to be prayerful (Matthew 26:41). What did Jesus tell His disciples
in Matthew 26:41? This is what He said, OKeep watching and praying
that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit iswilling but the flesh
is weak.OWhen we pray with the clear purpose of asking the Lord for hep
in living holy and righteouslives it mog certainly will hdp protect usfrom
sin. Wha else would be true of those who are aggressively pursuing
righteousess?

Christians who are aggressively pursuing righteousiess, will become
closely connected with like-minded bdievers (Hebrews 10:24). Wha does
Hebrews 10:23-25 tell us? Olet us hold fas the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; (24) and let us
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, (25) not
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing
near.OWhen we choos to get closely connected with like-minded bdievers
for the pumpose of mutud intercession and encouragement it will hep protect
usfromsin.

Are we, in addition to fleeing from spiritua dange's and getting as far away
from the fire as possible, also aggressively pursuing righteousness? If we
are, then praise God, for this hopdully will mean tha we will not follow in
the flawed footsteps of Peter in respect to his condud on the day of his
greatest failure and repeatedly putourselvesin apostionto repeatedly sin.

It is a grievousthing when people put themselves in a postion to sin, but it
Is even afar more grievousthing when true bom-agan Christiansdo this.
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So my question to you this moming is, are you doing this? Are you
following in the footsteps of Peter? If you are, my exhortation to you this
moming for the Lord@ sake, for your sake, for your family@ sake is to flee
from those things that might put you in spiritud dange while you pursue
tho=e thingstha will produce thefruit of righteousess.

Please don®wait. It will only in time bring you pan while it robsyou of the
joy tha comes from those who are pursuing the Lord@ best.

May we by the grace of God flee from those things which might spiritudly
threaten us while we at the same time aggressively pursue those thingstha
will produe a havest of righteoushess.
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