Valley Bible Church - Sermon Transcript

JesusOTrial and Peter @ Denial
John 18:12-27
Part Three

We are once agan retuming to our study of the Gospd of John and are
presently focusing our attention on John 18:12-27 and the two interwoven
dramas that we find there: JesusCQtrial and Peter@Q denials.

So far we have conddered JesusOTrial: Act 1 (John 18:12-14). This was
recorded for usin John 18:12-14. And what did we learn from these verses?
We learned how Jesus, immediately after His arrest, was brought before
Anngs, the Father-in-law of Caiaphas, in order tha a preliminay hearing
might be conduded.

And why would Annas be the one condicting this initial hearing? Annes,
among the Jews, was the mos powerful Jew of all. No Jew was more
powerful than Annas. In fact, the arrest of Christ would not have taken place
apat from his approvd. This is why Jesuswas broughtto him for this initial
hearing rather than to Caiaphas who was, at least officially, the high priest
tha year.

So after JesusOTrial: Act 1, then what did Jghn record for us? John, after
Jesus trial: Act 1, then recorded for us Peter@ Denials: Act 1 (John 18:15-
18).

Peter@ denials: Act 1 was recorded for usin John 18:15-18. And wha did
we learn from these verses? We learned not only tha Peter did, in fact, deny
Christ when confronted by a lowly slave girl, who hgppened to be the
dooikeeper of the high priest, but we also learned wha Peter did to put
himself in that pogstion.

And wha was tha? Peter, rather than pursuing a place of spiritud safety
following the arrest of Christ, actudly through his own pride and arrogance
put himself in a place of spiritud dange. He did this by following Christ and
His captives back to the courtyard of the high priest even though he had
been warned by Christ jug a few hours earlier about wha was going to

happen.
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This is wha we have covered so far but we are not nearly finished
examining these two inter-woven dramas. We will therefore once agan go
back to JesusCtrial but this time we will be going back to Jesus Trial: Act 2
(John 18:19-24). So now let usread John 18:19-24. OThe high priest then
guestioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching. (20) Jesus
answered him, @ have spoken openly to the world; | always taught in
synagogtes and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and |
spoke nothing in secret. (21) Why do you question Me? Question those
who have heard what | spoke to them; they know what | said.0(22)
When He had said this, one of the officer s standing nearby struck Jesus,
saying, @s that the way You answer the high priest?0(23) Jesus
answered him, @f | have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if
rightly, why do you strike Me?0O(24) So Annas sent Him bound to
Caiaphas the high priest.O These verses expand on John 18:12. In other
words these verses provide for us the dialogue tha took place during
Christ@ preliminary hearing before Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphés.

My hope as we congder this diadlogue and wha transpired during this
preliminary hearing is that we will better appreciate the loftiness of Christ@
holiness and depths of man@ sinfulness. And why would | hopefor such a
thing?1 would hopefor such a thing because if we can better appreciate the
loftiness of Christ@ holiness and the depths of man(@ sinfulness then we will
be better able to appreciate the power of Christ@ cross to save, knowing tha
it was the cross of Christ and the cross of Christ alone tha was able to
bridge the chasm beaween the holiness of God and its loftiness and the
sinfulness of man and it depths making it possible for usto be saved.

So now let us look at the very first verse of this particular passage. Let us
look at the very first part of verse 19. OThe high priest then questioned
Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching.OSo wha do we learn
fromthis verse? Thisis wha we learn.

First of all, we learn that after Peter denied Christ and had chosen onae agan
notto flee from spiritud dange but to remain by a fire to warm himself, the
high priest had begunto question Christ. And who was the high priest?

The high priest tha is referred to John 18:19 was Annas, the legitimate high
priest of Isragel, and not Caiaphas, the official high priest of Isragl (John
1824). We know this because John 18:24 tells us tha after Annas
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questionad Jesus in John 18:19-23 he turned Jesus over to Caiaphas. So if
Annas tured Jesus over to Caigphas in John 18:24 then Annas mug have
been the one questioning Jesus in John 18:19-23 and would therefore have
been the oneJohnreferred to as high priest in John 18:19.

So what was the first thing that we learn from John 18:19? The first thing
tha we learn was that after Peter denied Christ and had chosen onae agan
notto flee from spiritud dange the high priest had begunto question Christ;
or in other words, Annas had begunto question Christ.

So what else do we learn from this verse? We also learn about the focus of
his questioning. And what was his focus? Anngs, in questioning Jesusduring
the preliminary hearing, focused on Christ@ disciples and Christ@ teachings
Let me read for you verse 19 one more time and see if this is not so. OThe
high priest [Annas] then questioned Jesus about His disciples and about
His teaching.O And why would Annas focus his questioning on these two
paticular areas?

Annas questionad Christ about His disciples and His teachings because he
hopal His answers could be used agang Him in the following court trials
and thuslead to His execution (John11:45-53).

We know that this was his murderous intent, because the Sanhedrin had in
John 11:45-53 already decided to put Christ to death. Now all they had to
do was to figure out how to use the courts in order to do this. And this is
wha we see Annas attempting to do here in this preliminary hearing and by
the specific questionsheis choosng to ask Christ concerning His disciples
and His teachings

He is not concerned with judice; heis only concerned with usng the jugice
system in order to eliminae Jesus who was in fact a threat to his power and
to his wealth. So how is Jesus going to respond to Annas, this vile, evil,
wicked individud and his attempt to use the judice system to secure His
execution?Christ respondel magnificently!

Let us now read John 18:20-21. OJsus answered him, @ have spoken
openly to the world; | always taught in synagogues and in the temple,
where all the Jews come togeher; and | spoke nothing in secret. (21)
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Why do you question Me? Question those who have heard what | spoke
to them; they know what | said.@

Though Annas soughtto bring an indictment agang Christ, through His
questioning of Christ, it was Christ in John 18:20-21 who brought an
indictment agand Annas. So wha is thebasis of His indictment?

Undea Jewish law, when a case involved a capital crime, it was not the
defendant tha was to beinterrogaed, butthe withesses in order to determine
whether charges should be broughtagang the defendant.

So had Annas donethis? Had Annas sought outthe many witnesses who had
heard Christ teach openly to the world? Had Annas sought out the many
witnesses who had heard Christ teach in the synagogues and in the temple?
No, he hadn@® and it was his total lack of regard for the justice system tha
led Christ to say to Annas in verse 21, OWhy do you question Me?
Question those who have heard what | spoke to them; they know what |
said.OThisis truly an amazing thing that had just taken place. Thewhole so-
called legd proceeding had now been tumed oniits ear.

Obvioudy anything tha Annas had hoped to achieve by his interrogéaion of
Jesus was now lod. Jesus had tured the focus of the hearing away from
Himself to Annas. Not only has Annas been madeto look foolish, but to feel
foolish as well. So what hgppened next? One of AnnasOthugs comes to his
ad.

Let us now read John 18:22. OWten He had said this, one of the officers
standing nearby struck Jesus, saying, @s that the way You answer the
high priest?@

The word trandated struck gives us a very clear picture how this officer
struck Christ. The word for GtruckO(RAPHISMA) refers to a blow to the
cheek with an open hand. Thisis how hestruck Christ.

And what did he say as he was doing this? The officer said to Christ, Ols
that the way You answer the high priest? So what exactly was this
officer@ beef with Christ? Why did he feel the freedomto strike Christ?
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We get a pretty goodidea of what this officer@ beef was and why hefelt the
freedomto strike Christ when we read the respons of Christ in John 18:23.
So what was Christ@ respons? OJesus answered him, @f | have spoken
wrongly, testify of the wrong.0

The officer felt that he had the freedom to strike Christ because he bdieved
that Christ@ indictment of the high priest, for not following proper lega
procedure, was out of line (John 18:23). But he was wrong. How could
Christ@® indictment of the high priest have been wrong if the high priest did,
in fact, violate prope legd procedure? The only way for his indictment of
the high priest to have been wrong was if Christ Himself had been wrong.
But He wasn® wrong. This is why Jesus said to the officer, OF | have
spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong.OBut of course he couldn® because
he knew, even as Annas knew, tha Jesus was, in fact, right Anna had
totally disregarded prope legd procedure.

Jesus, after explaining to the officer the rightness of His indictment of
Annas, goes onto indict the officer for striking Him withou jus cause (John
18:23). Let usgo back to John 18:23 to see if thisif thisis not so, but this
time we will read the entire verse. OJeus answer ed him, @f | have spoken
wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if rightly, why do you strike Me?@
Andthereit is: Christ@ righteousindictment of the officer.

So wha do you think? Was this preliminary hearing successful? It we had
the oppatunity to ask Annas | bdieve he would have said, No,Osince he
had failed to gain the testimony from Christ tha he had been seeking. But if
we had the oppotunity to ask Christ | bdieve He would have said, Or eslO

Andwhy do| bdieve tha He would have said this? | bdieve He would have
said this because He, in the course of this hearing, had displayed His
Holiness againg the backdrop of man@ sinfulness. Though Christ was the
man who was ontrial, it was those aroundHim who were exposed by Christ
to bethe ones who were truly guilty.

Thisistheway it always is when we stand in the presence of Christ, isn®it?
The more we walk and commune with Him, the more and more of our sin
becomes exposed to us.
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So what did Annas do in light of his failure to secure the testimony tha he
was seeking? Let me now read for you John 18:24. G50 then Annas [the
legitimate high priest] sent Him bound to Caiaphas [the official high
priest].OThere was nothing more that Annas, in light of his failure, could do
so he sent Jesus to face Caiaphas for trial, not only without the ben€fit of
witnesses, healso sent Him to Caiaphas withoutany formal charges.

John will now, as Christ was being led away to Caigphas, once agan
reengage with his record of Peter@ Denials. This brings us to Peter@
Denials. Act 2 (John18:25-27).

My hopeas we examine John@record of Peter@ second and third denials is
tha we will once agan, as we did when we examined the dialogue in
Christ@ preliminary hearing, better appreciate the loftiness of Christ@
holiness and depths of man@ sinfulness. And why would | hopefor such a
thing?1 would hopefor such a thing because if we can better appreciate the
loftiness of Christ@ holiness and the depths of man@® sinfulness, then we
will be better able to appreciate the power of Christ@ cross to save, knowing
tha it was the cross of Christ and the cross of Christ alonetha was able to
bridge the chasm beaween the holiness of God and its loftiness and the
sinfulness of man and it depths

So wha is the first thing that John shares with us aboutin this continuing
unfolding drama of Peter® denials? Let us now read John 18:25. ONow
Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him,
& ou are not also one of His disciples, are you?CHe denied it, and said,
@ am not.@®

Now nofice tha on this particular occasion of Peter® second denial that he
was not respondng simply to one person, but to several individuds.
Appaently, according to Matthew and Mark, this second denial was
initiated once agan by a slave girl who did not simply ask whether hewas a
disciple of Christ, she actudly stated it as a matter of fact in front of other
individuds who were warming themselves aroundthefire.

This declaration led othes around the fire then to ask tha very same
question that he had been asked earlier, OYou are not also one of His
disciples are you?OAnd of course we know how he answered this question.
He answered the same way he had answered it earlier. He said, Olam not.O
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But wha we don® learn from John, that we do learn from Matthen@®
accountof this seconddenial, is tha when he denied Christ this second time
he accompanied tha denial with an oah.

So wha should Peter do now if he were smart? If he were smart he should
flee from this place of spiritud dange and find a place of safety. But thisis
notwha happened at all.

Peter, rather than fleeing from spiritud danga after his second denidl,
remained at the same fire for an houraccording to Luke 22:59.

And this decision on the pat of Peter to remain in this place of spiritud
dange once again proved fatal. Let me now read for you John 18:26. Othe
of the slaves of the high priest, being a relative of the one whose ear
Peter cut off, said, @id | not see you in the garden with Him?@

And how did Peter respondto this question by this particular man? Surprise!
Surprise! He did exactly wha he had donebefore. He denied it. Let usread
John 18:27 and see if thisis not so. OReter then denied it again.OWhod
Peter, for a third time, denied Christ, but he didn®jus deny it. It was, in
fact, far worse than that.

According to Luke 14:71, when Peter denied Christ for a third time, he
began to curse and to swear. (Blank-et-y, blank-et-y, blank | am not a
disciple of Christ. | do not even know this man.O

And then wha does John 18:27 tell us? OAnd immediately a rooger
crowed,O which of course is exactly wha Christ had predicted would
happen earlier tha evening while He was still with Peter in the uppe room

This is al that John tells us about this third denial, but wha John left out,
Luke in Luke 22:60-61, fillsin for us. So wha dowe learn from Luke?

After the third denial by Christ, we learn from Luke 22:60-61 tha Jesus
turned and looked at Peter and it was then tha Luke tells us tha Peter |eft
the garden and wept bitterly.
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Whenever Christ comes in contact with men, thg loftiness of His holiness is
glorioudy contrasted agang the depths of man@ sinfulness, whether tha is
thesin of Anneas, or thesin of Peter, or oursin.

So let me ask you a question. In light of the loftiness of Christ@ holiness and
the depths of man@® sinfulness, can anyone ever hope through their own
efforts, to bridge this ggp and be saved? And wha is the answer? The
answer is there is no hope The ggp beween the holiness of God and the
sinfulness of man is simply too great as evidenced by the passage tha we
congdered this morming.

But praise God! Thoudh we as sinnes are totally unable to bridge this ggp
tha exists between a holy God and sinful man, Christ the only begotten Son
of God did when He in obadience to His Father willingly gave up Hislife on
the cross of Calvary to atonefor oursin.

And this is wha | think of when | see the loftiness of Christ® holiness and
the depths of man@ sinfulness in passages such as we conddeed this
moming. And hopdully thisis wha you have seen.

Is the cross of Christ powerful? Absolutely! What did Paul say to the
Corinthian Church in 1 Corinthians 1:18? OFor the word of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
is the power of God.O

May God fill uswith praise knowing that Christ® cross madeit possible for
sinnas such as ourselves to be saved and to enjoy fellowship with a holy
God forever.
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