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JesusÕ Tr ial and PeterÕs Denial 
John 18:12-27 

Part Three 
 
We are once again returning to our study of the Gospel of John and are 
presently focusing our attention on John 18:12-27 and the two interwoven 
dramas that we find there: JesusÕ trial and PeterÕs denials. 
 
So far we have considered JesusÕ Trial: Act 1 (John 18:12-14). This was 
recorded for us in John 18:12-14. And what did we learn from these verses? 
We learned how Jesus, immediately after His arrest, was brought before 
Annas, the Father-in-law of Caiaphas, in order that a preliminary hearing 
might be conducted. 
 
And why would Annas be the one conducting this initial hearing? Annas, 
among the Jews, was the most powerful Jew of all. No Jew was more 
powerful than Annas. In fact, the arrest of Christ would not have taken place 
apart from his approval. This is why Jesus was brought to him for this initial 
hearing rather than to Caiaphas who was, at least officially, the high priest 
that year. 
 
So after JesusÕ Tr ial: Act 1, then what did John record for us? John, after 
Jesus tr ial: Act 1, then recorded for us PeterÕs Denials: Act 1 (John 18:15-
18).  
 
PeterÕs denials: Act 1 was recorded for us in John 18:15-18. And what did 
we learn from these verses? We learned not only that Peter did, in fact, deny 
Christ when confronted by a lowly slave girl, who happened to be the 
doorkeeper of the high priest, but we also learned what Peter did to put 
himself in that position.   
 
And what was that? Peter, rather than pursuing a place of spiritual safety 
following the arrest of Christ, actually through his own pride and arrogance 
put himself in a place of spiritual danger. He did this by following Christ and 
His captives back to the courtyard of the high priest even though he had 
been warned by Christ just a few hours earlier about what was going to 
happen.  
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This is what we have covered so far but we are not nearly finished 
examining these two inter-woven dramas. We will therefore once again go 
back to JesusÕ trial but this time we will be going back to Jesus Trial: Act 2 
(John 18:19-24). So now let us read John 18:19-24. ÒThe high pr iest then 
questioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching. (20) Jesus 
answered him, ÔI  have spoken openly to the world; I  always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together ; and I  
spoke nothing in secret. (21) Why do you question Me? Question those 
who have heard what I  spoke to them; they know what I  said.Õ (22) 
When He had said this, one of the officers standing nearby struck Jesus, 
saying, ÔIs that the way You answer  the high pr iest?Õ (23) Jesus 
answered him, ÔI f I  have spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if 
r ightly, why do you str ike Me?Õ (24) So Annas sent Him bound to 
Caiaphas the high pr iest.Ó These verses expand on John 18:12. In other 
words, these verses provide for us the dialogue that took place during 
ChristÕs preliminary hearing before Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas. 
 
My hope as we consider this dialogue and what transpired during this 
preliminary hearing is that we will better appreciate the loftiness of ChristÕs 
holiness and depths of manÕs sinfulness. And why would I hope for such a 
thing? I would hope for such a thing because if we can better appreciate the 
loftiness of ChristÕs holiness and the depths of manÕs sinfulness then we will 
be better able to appreciate the power of ChristÕs cross to save, knowing that 
it was the cross of Christ and the cross of Christ alone that was able to 
bridge the chasm between the holiness of God and its loftiness and the 
sinfulness of man and it depths making it possible for us to be saved. 
 
So now let us look at the very first verse of this particular passage. Let us 
look at the very first part of verse 19. ÒThe high pr iest then questioned 
Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching.Ó So what do we learn 
from this verse? This is what we learn.  
 
First of all, we learn that after Peter denied Christ and had chosen once again 
not to flee from spiritual danger but to remain by a fire to warm himself, the 
high priest had begun to question Christ. And who was the high priest? 
 
The high priest that is referred to John 18:19 was Annas, the legitimate high 
priest of Israel, and not Caiaphas, the official high priest of Israel (John 
18:24). We know this because John 18:24 tells us that after Annas 
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questioned Jesus in John 18:19-23 he turned Jesus over to Caiaphas. So if 
Annas turned Jesus over to Caiaphas in John 18:24 then Annas must have 
been the one questioning Jesus in John 18:19-23 and would therefore have 
been the one John referred to as high priest in John 18:19. 
 
So what was the first thing that we learn from John 18:19? The first thing 
that we learn was that after Peter denied Christ and had chosen once again 
not to flee from spiritual danger the high priest had begun to question Christ; 
or in other words, Annas had begun to question Christ. 
 
So what else do we learn from this verse? We also learn about the focus of 
his questioning. And what was his focus? Annas, in questioning Jesus during 
the preliminary hearing, focused on ChristÕs disciples and ChristÕs teachings. 
Let me read for you verse 19 one more time and see if this is not so. ÒThe 
high pr iest [Annas] then questioned Jesus about His disciples and about 
His teaching.Ó And why would Annas focus his questioning on these two 
particular areas? 
 
Annas questioned Christ about His disciples and His teachings because he 
hoped His answers could be used against Him in the following court trials 
and thus lead to His execution (John 11:45-53). 
 
We know that this was his murderous intent, because the Sanhedrin had in 
John 11:45-53 already decided to put Christ to death. Now all they had to 
do was to figure out how to use the courts in order to do this. And this is 
what we see Annas attempting to do here in this preliminary hearing and by 
the specific questions he is choosing to ask Christ concerning His disciples 
and His teachings. 
 
He is not concerned with justice; he is only concerned with using the justice 
system in order to eliminate Jesus who was in fact a threat to his power and 
to his wealth. So how is Jesus going to respond to Annas, this vile, evil, 
wicked individual and his attempt to use the justice system to secure His 
execution? Christ responded magnificently! 
 
Let us now read John 18:20-21. ÒJesus answered him, ÔI  have spoken 
openly to the world; I  always taught in synagogues and in the temple, 
where all the Jews come together ; and I  spoke nothing in secret. (21) 
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Why do you question Me? Question those who have heard what I  spoke 
to them; they know what I  said.ÕÓ 
 
Though Annas sought to bring an indictment against Christ, through His 
questioning of Christ, it was Christ in John 18:20-21 who brought an 
indictment against Annas. So what is the basis of His indictment? 
 
Under Jewish law, when a case involved a capital crime, it was not the 
defendant that was to be interrogated, but the witnesses in order to determine 
whether charges should be brought against the defendant.  
 
So had Annas done this? Had Annas sought out the many witnesses who had 
heard Christ teach openly to the world? Had Annas sought out the many 
witnesses who had heard Christ teach in the synagogues and in the temple? 
No, he hadnÕt, and it was his total lack of regard for the justice system that 
led Christ to say to Annas in verse 21, ÒWhy do you question Me? 
Question those who have heard what I  spoke to them; they know what I  
said.Ó This is truly an amazing thing that had just taken place. The whole so-
called legal proceeding had now been turned on its ear. 
 
Obviously anything that Annas had hoped to achieve by his interrogation of 
Jesus was now lost. Jesus had turned the focus of the hearing away from 
Himself to Annas. Not only has Annas been made to look foolish, but to feel 
foolish as well. So what happened next? One of AnnasÕ thugs comes to his 
aid.  
 
Let us now read John 18:22. ÒWhen He had said this, one of the officers 
standing nearby struck Jesus, saying, ÔIs that the way You answer  the 
high pr iest?ÕÓ 
 
The word translated struck gives us a very clear picture how this officer 
struck Christ. The word for ÒstruckÓ (RAPHISMA) refers to a blow to the 
cheek with an open hand. This is how he struck Christ.  
 
And what did he say as he was doing this? The officer said to Christ, ÒIs 
that the way You answer  the high pr iest? So what exactly was this 
officerÕs beef with Christ? Why did he feel the freedom to strike Christ? 
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We get a pretty good idea of what this officerÕs beef was and why he felt the 
freedom to strike Christ when we read the response of Christ in John 18:23. 
So what was ChristÕs response? ÒJesus answered him, ÔI f I  have spoken 
wrongly, testify of the wrong.Õ 
 
The officer felt that he had the freedom to strike Christ because he believed 
that ChristÕs indictment of the high priest, for not following proper legal 
procedure, was out of line (John 18:23). But he was wrong. How could 
ChristÕs indictment of the high priest have been wrong if the high priest did, 
in fact, violate proper legal procedure? The only way for his indictment of 
the high priest to have been wrong was if Christ Himself had been wrong. 
But He wasnÕt wrong. This is why Jesus said to the officer, ÒIf I  have 
spoken wrongly, testify of the wrong.Ó But of course he couldnÕt; because 
he knew, even as Annas knew, that Jesus was, in fact, right. Annas had 
totally disregarded proper legal procedure. 
 
Jesus, after explaining to the officer the rightness of His indictment of 
Annas, goes on to indict the officer for striking Him without just cause (John 
18:23). Let us go back to John 18:23 to see if this if this is not so, but this 
time we will read the entire verse. ÒJesus answered him, ÔI f I  have spoken 
wrongly, testify of the wrong; but if r ightly, why do you str ike Me?ÕÓ 
And there it is: ChristÕs righteous indictment of the officer. 
 
So what do you think? Was this preliminary hearing successful? It we had 
the opportunity to ask Annas I believe he would have said, ÒNo,Ó since he 
had failed to gain the testimony from Christ that he had been seeking. But if 
we had the opportunity to ask Christ I believe He would have said, ÒYes!Ó  
 
And why do I believe that He would have said this? I believe He would have 
said this because He, in the course of this hearing, had displayed His 
Holiness against the backdrop of manÕs sinfulness. Though Christ was the 
man who was on trial, it was those around Him who were exposed by Christ 
to be the ones who were truly guilty. 
 
This is the way it always is when we stand in the presence of Christ, isnÕt it? 
The more we walk and commune with Him, the more and more of our sin 
becomes exposed to us. 
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So what did Annas do in light of his failure to secure the testimony that he 
was seeking? Let me now read for you John 18:24. ÒSo then Annas [the 
legitimate high priest] sent Him bound to Caiaphas [the official high 
priest].Ó There was nothing more that Annas, in light of his failure, could do 
so he sent Jesus to face Caiaphas for trial, not only without the benefit of 
witnesses, he also sent Him to Caiaphas without any formal charges.  
 
John will now, as Christ was being led away to Caiaphas, once again 
reengage with his record of PeterÕs Denials. This brings us to PeterÕs 
Denials: Act 2 (John 18:25-27). 
 
My hope as we examine JohnÕs record of PeterÕs second and third denials is 
that we will once again, as we did when we examined the dialogue in 
ChristÕs preliminary hearing, better appreciate the loftiness of ChristÕs 
holiness and depths of manÕs sinfulness. And why would I hope for such a 
thing? I would hope for such a thing because if we can better appreciate the 
loftiness of ChristÕs holiness and the depths of manÕs sinfulness, then we 
will be better able to appreciate the power of ChristÕs cross to save, knowing 
that it was the cross of Christ and the cross of Christ alone that was able to 
bridge the chasm between the holiness of God and its loftiness and the 
sinfulness of man and it depths. 
 
So what is the first thing that John shares with us about in this continuing 
unfolding drama of PeterÕs denials? Let us now read John 18:25. ÒNow 
Simon Peter  was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, 
ÔYou are not also one of His disciples, are you?Õ He denied it, and said, 
ÔI  am not.ÕÓ 
 
Now notice that on this particular occasion of PeterÕs second denial that he 
was not responding simply to one person, but to several individuals. 
Apparently, according to Matthew and Mark, this second denial was 
initiated once again by a slave girl who did not simply ask whether he was a 
disciple of Christ, she actually stated it as a matter of fact in front of other 
individuals who were warming themselves around the fire. 
 
This declaration led others around the fire then to ask that very same 
question that he had been asked earlier, ÒYou are not also one of His 
disciples are you?Ó And of course we know how he answered this question. 
He answered the same way he had answered it earlier. He said, ÒI am not.Ó 
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But what we donÕt learn from John, that we do learn from MatthewÕs 
account of this second denial, is that when he denied Christ this second time 
he accompanied that denial with an oath. 
 
So what should Peter do now if he were smart? If he were smart he should 
flee from this place of spiritual danger and find a place of safety. But this is 
not what happened at all. 
 
Peter, rather than fleeing from spiritual danger after his second denial, 
remained at the same fire for an hour according to Luke 22:59. 
 
And this decision on the part of Peter to remain in this place of spiritual 
danger once again proved fatal. Let me now read for you John 18:26. ÒOne 
of the slaves of the high pr iest, being a relative of the one whose ear 
Peter  cut off, said, ÔDid I  not see you in the garden with Him?ÕÓ  
 
And how did Peter respond to this question by this particular man? Surprise! 
Surprise! He did exactly what he had done before. He denied it. Let us read 
John 18:27 and see if this is not so. ÒPeter  then denied it again.Ó Whoa! 
Peter, for a third time, denied Christ, but he didnÕt just deny it. It was, in 
fact, far worse than that. 
 
According to Luke 14:71, when Peter denied Christ for a third time, he 
began to curse and to swear. ÒBlank-et-y, blank-et-y, blank I am not a 
disciple of Christ. I do not even know this man.Ó 
 
And then what does John 18:27 tell us? ÒAnd immediately a rooster  
crowed,Ó which of course is exactly what Christ had predicted would 
happen earlier that evening while He was still with Peter in the upper room. 
 
This is all that John tells us about this third denial, but what John left out, 
Luke, in Luke 22:60-61, fills in for us. So what do we learn from Luke?  
 
After the third denial by Christ, we learn from Luke 22:60-61 that Jesus 
turned and looked at Peter and it was then that Luke tells us that Peter left 
the garden and wept bitterly. 
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Whenever Christ comes in contact with men, the loftiness of His holiness is 
gloriously contrasted against the depths of manÕs sinfulness, whether that is 
the sin of Annas, or the sin of Peter, or our sin. 
 
So let me ask you a question. In light of the loftiness of ChristÕs holiness and 
the depths of manÕs sinfulness, can anyone ever hope, through their own 
efforts, to bridge this gap and be saved? And what is the answer? The 
answer is there is no hope. The gap between the holiness of God and the 
sinfulness of man is simply too great as evidenced by the passage that we 
considered this morning. 
 
But praise God! Though we as sinners are totally unable to bridge this gap 
that exists between a holy God and sinful man, Christ the only begotten Son 
of God did when He in obedience to His Father willingly gave up His life on 
the cross of Calvary to atone for our sin.  
 
And this is what I think of when I see the loftiness of ChristÕs holiness and 
the depths of manÕs sinfulness in passages such as we considered this 
morning. And hopefully this is what you have seen. 
 
Is the cross of Christ powerful? Absolutely! What did Paul say to the 
Corinthian Church in 1 Corinthians 1:18? ÒFor the word of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are per ishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power  of God.Ó 
 
May God fill us with praise knowing that ChristÕs cross made it possible for 
sinners such as ourselves to be saved and to enjoy fellowship with a holy 
God forever. 


